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Studies on the Function of Delta 6—Fatty Acid Desaturase for y—Linolenic
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Abstract: +y-linolenic acid(GLA ) that is an essential polyunsaturated fatty acid (PUFA ) plays a vital
role in many metabolic processes. Most related studies showed that delta 6-fatty acid desaturase
(FAD6) was an important rate-limiting enzyme for the synthesis of y-linolenic acid from Mucor
circinelloides. However, it has not been reported whether the delta 6- fatty acid desaturase is the only
pathway to produce +y-linolenic. In this work,we constructed M. circinelloides EIM10 sp.FAD6
knockout vector pUMCD6-HmB on the basis of pUCI8 to study the function of FAD6. The
homologous sequences of 5' promoter and 3' terminator of FAD combined with hygromycin B
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resistant gene used as the selective marker were connected as the knockout fragment. Then the vector
pUMCD6-HmB was transformed into the prepared protoplast of M. circinelloides EIM10 sp. The
results showed that FAD6 gene was successfully disrupted and GLA accumulation of the mutant
disrupted in FAD6 decrease about 50% compared to the wild type. It can be concluded that FAD6
was essential for GLA production in M. circinelloides but there is probably other ways to accumulate

GLA in M. Circinelloides.

Keywords: y-Linolenic acid, Mucor circinelloides ,delta 6-fatty acid desaturase, gene knockout
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Fig. 1 Structural formula of GLA molecule
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P GLA 7w it e 8 s Wik S 3 8 GLA
AT IR T B RO

A= L PUFAs A2 | A6- i 1y 1R Jid 1 il
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1 #ks7E

1.1 ##
1.1.1 A fF s B BE Mucor circinelloides
EIM-10: P77 T HHE &8 Tk ik A TR ST ol
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Fig. 2 Biosynthesis pathway of long—chain PUFAs
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112 & AR A BHEBEMTERE
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e ECHRAT A . LIgBTR T A E]

113 Z2ME  QYC-200 iR 2S5 . b4
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T & Amp' 9 LB 15 57 4,37 °C 200 r/min 3% 5% 24
h, BUd R R 1 mL T 1.5 mL EP 4 p |
6 000 r/min 2.0 J5 S BOHE PR 2H | PR 24 3070 & 0 A
Ki% TaKaRa 22 ), PLFRL pYMD6PMCD6 A4
A6-5" F /A6-5" R 51 #4T PCR 4734 ,PCR J2 i
& Z& M 15 wL,DNA &R B R &0 Q5 1 H 5 [
NEB 24 Al . PCR 4" 3§06 5 B v 4544 94 °C 5 min; 94
°C 30 5,55 °C 30 5,72 °C 30 s,30 MEH,72 °C 10
min, [ENCK BEIE R H9 B A9 R BE(1 290 bp) If4lifk,

1.2.2 FADG6 # B 3's% 4 L F R R A B £ H
100 WL PR A7 F-80 CHYEH B 5 Al T2 W (1 T
WO B 108 4~/mL) , #2810 T 50 mL PDA ¥ & K5 77
55,28 CHRG G 48 ho HUS R FAF R 1 mL
T 1.5 mL EP &, F BT A 4 1) & B BOsE A
IR A E K% TaKaRa 23, PLE b B8 3 4
20 DNA WA, A6-3" F /A6-3" R A5 ¥ 1t4F PCR
P18 PCR I A 5 RN 55 44 7] FAD6 5[5 57 v
VR R B3 . IR B E 0 H R B (1
022 bp)IFEAT 4l

1.23 #AEFEZBHRHEAE (HmB) 8 2% ik
pRIM30 L7 A #8 K B HiPE3L A HmB, [F i HmB
S e A pki A s+, FUFH A cbh2 &b+
FEHUTR, pRLM30 A9 DHSo B FR 9 50k, LA ST RE
pRLM30 K4 ,HmB F /HmB R 451 ¥ #15 PCR
P14 PCR 4 308 25 S 1 25 7 94 °C 5 min;94 °C
30 5,55 °C 30 5,72 °C 1 min,35 ME¥F,72 °C 10
min, [EDJCK B IE#G Y H 59 R BE(2 800 bp) If4tifk .
124 E&xfy PCREBE=ZAABAAZ FIHE
B AEfR PCR 7 B FADG J& A 5" 3 ) 3 1 ] TR
F Bt FAD6 JE A 3/ 3 4 1k 7[R i Be i % K B
BUvE R AT, AR T AR A B,
PCR 4" #4424 S 1 24 4 94 °C 5 min;94 °C 30 s,
55°%C 30s,72 °C 1 min,35 MEH,72 °C 10 min, It
¥ W DNA B4 B Ex Taq W H K% TaKaRa 2%
A, ECH B R B F # R pMDI8-T simple
vector HEA T P44, B LEM PCR A5 W21,
1.2.5 #H4k pUMCD6-HmB ##3&  Bpfdi I B 1T
fit PCR 15 2] 1% FAD6 % H 5" %k 3 h 7 [A U5 F Bt |
FADG6 JE[H 370 2 1k 7[R R v B ANl 82 R B P It
PR 3% 12 B BEy S R AT Pstl/Sac T XA, 76 30 °C
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®1 AXHHFEEERAZNSMFT

Table 1 Sequences of primers used in plasmid construction

A6-5F  TGCACTGCAGGAATTCTGATCTAGTCCAACAGC
A6-5R

A6-3R CGAGCTCCTAATGAGCGCGTTCTATATCAT

HmBF ~ CTACACATTCTCCCTCTTACAAAAGCGGCCGGTCCCTTATCCCA

HmBR  CCCTCTCTTGCGTATTTCCAGTACCAGCTTGTGCTGCGGAATC

TEEY) 2 h, BRI PN VT Pstl/Sac 11 H 32 5 NEB
v ) (A A AR E] A 3 B R pUCT8 #EAT YT,
ZJE VL T4 % $: 0 (35 E NEB 2w ) =AW A
B pUCI8 ¥ 42,16 CHEH RN 5 h 5 ¥4 1L E.coli
DH5au, Bt P Ui 16 50 20 T 7% 4 BUBORL I 320 17 XU 1)
BSE A H B I Y . E A FAD6 Sk iR R
pUMCD6-HmB 4 2k B2 4n T fros , WL 3,

Pstl
LacZ_a s

|Sacl
pki HmB  cbh2

Delta6-3 |,

MCS

UC1s l Delta6-5
Ly pBR322_origin

2686 bp

pUMCD6-HmB Psil

7797 bp

pBR322_origin

Delta6-3
Sacl

B3 ZARKRN pUMCD6-HmB K&
Fig. 3 Construction of homologous plasmid pUMCDG6 —
HmB

1.2.6 A A EF R ARk PEG/CaCl, 346 HH
Ivi] Y5 #5241 ik pUMCD6-HmB A BR 14 9 VTl sphl
filg )£k ,37 CIH Ak 24 h &, LSRG D) 7= ) 9F i
Ay HL KA ] A A A B B 1Y D AR B DA R 3 Uk A
e B B i A O R AR K I A A R R ok R L STR[12]
B 200 L il £ G i B A SR B (AR T AR ok
4 10°~107 4~ /mL), Sl A 10 wg 2ok 5 Y [R5 &
415k pUMCD6-HmB, 2] 5 A 50 pL PEG %

TGGGATAAGGGACCGGCCGCTTTTGTAAGAGGGAGAATGTGTAG
A6-3F  GATTCCGCAGCACAAGCTGGTACTGGAAATACGCAAGAGAGGG

5 D6 JA BT H B 7 e 51 7]
5 D6 i 31T F B R U7 51 7] 9

5 D6 L 1EF U7 51 7] 96

5 D6 4 1k F e 91 [ 8

5 ok pRLM30 f) pki Ji 3 F A B 13 15 31 17 962
5 BB FORL pRLM30 9 cbh2 2 1k F - B F U7
7 [ 52

W, RN A1 5 VKIS 30 ming, BCHIR SIS A 1 mL
PEG %W, FKIRAT, Z iR E 20 min, A 1 mL
0.5 mol/L. /) NaCl, Ht 1/4 &5 5 mL J5 A& o (k5%
1k L2 R IR IR IE R 50~60 CHIRAI G , a7 B P-4
FIR AL ARG AR R 2 55 57 0 28 CRE 3R 2~3 d 4%
b 52 i Al b ) BEAS B 2R F & 100 we/mL 19 B
LV WA 3 we/mL A B R A 150 pg/mL 1Y
HE B YPG WARKEFRIE 28 CHi9E 2 d. ¥ Lk
B0 AT 10 000 r/min 2.0 5 min, UWHEE
1, FRBUH AL T A JE R 241 DNA 9E47 B 5446 7 19
PCR K, ffi FH PCR ¥ 1 64 B8 FAD6 J& K 1) J
PR B IE 28 J5 AR A A Y B AR FADG S 65 £ &
W o B Sk S AR R R S R 5 1) A A A L
A, 51¥H FAD6 Wi 5'Fl 3'56 4% 15 bp &Z AR 7
5,

127 BB RS A48 63 54 FREUH T
(4 BA P SR TR AR 0.5 ¢ 247, B F 10 mL B0 4,
E A IA 5 mL BUEHES A9 6 mol/L HCI, il Z1 4%
¥ 1~2 min J5 ,F 80 C RV 1 h, ELRH A5
4, BHIEIA 750 wL /K Z BT 2 mL 1E & %€,
TR R E 2,1 200 r/min 02 min, B
WIS 3L EE 2~3 KRR DREATLMG, B
ZERAN T, RBRA LA BRI A S BUR
MAR0.1 ¢, F2 mL IEC %, A 2 mL 10% HCV
CH;OH % ,62 CH Fgfk 3 h, #1502 mL 1IEC
Bt , ook e E o R . W E AU S DAY
GC-MS 73 #1 ., GC-MS 73 #r &4k . SAH AR,
HP-INNOWax polyethylene glycol #% 4 (30.0 m x
0.25 mmx@0.25 wm), # 1A JF 150 CHE£51
min, 150 ~210 °C (10 °C/min),210 C £ #f 5 min,
210~230 °C (2 °C/min),230 C{#+#F 4 min,240 C{#
F 5 min, PERE TR E 250 °C, K0 28 96 % 280 °C,
PEFER 1 pL A9, 20 b 1001, JIE 4514 . 4G 0 2% 8
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pRLM30 A, HmBF / HmBR A5 #2157 PCR ¥~
14 HmB BPH 3 A48 i B 5 B UL L4,

4 3 2 1 M bp

1-4: promoter of A6 desaturase gene
(a)
M:200 bp DNA Marker

1: terminator of A6 desaturase gene

2.2 #{k pUMCD6-HmB £ PCR % 3 B 1] 36 iF

W 5 S 4L PCR 75 3 19 FAD6 3L [H 575k
Ja B F B FADG6 K 37w 1k F i Be i 5 R
B Bt 5L K A 72 4 v B oy R AT Pstl/Sac 1 UGV,
Fa 5k pUMCD6-HmB , 5 5 40 57 4% 1k K i #1
@ DHS5a, JF44 T 100 pg/mL Ampr HT 1 LB
i TR b, RE SRS HRICT- A L 1 BB VF LA HmBF
o EES 1Y, HmBR 2k F #5119 8547 B 5 PCR, I #F
1T Pstl/Sac 1 WU 156 1E R4S 1 50, L Uk 45 SR 2%
B ,PCR ¥ 34 72414 2 800 bp K/N&AT, AUV
JNAE 5 000 bp LA A7 T M 454, DL IET 548 Bokn il v
Ja R WAL H R Y S IEH , 54 Bk pUMCD6-HmB
FE R

M bp

—1 888

L el —2 000
— 1 800
[ S—

—1 200
—1 000

— 800
— 600

—400
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1-2: hygromycinB resistance gene

(©)

4 FAD6 £ & 5" i (a) 3" ik [E & B (b) 1 HmB E & (c) B £

Fig. 4 Cloning of the 5° homologous fragment (promoter) of A6 desaturase gene (a),3” homologous fragment of A6

desaturase gene (terminator) (b) and hygromycinB resistance gene(c)

—250

1-2: the PCR product of negative control 1: enzyme digestion of the
and the HmB gene, respectively constructed pUMCD6-HmB

(2) (®)
M: DNA Marker (100~6 000)

B 5 =EAR# pUMCD6-HmB 3 iE
Identification of pUMCD6 —-HmB by PCR and

enzyme digestion

Fig. 5

2.3 B4 K PEG/CaCl, #k

12 A6 KB 8 R A AR #E1T PEG/CaCl, % 4652
B 2R, T B A R B I 6 R B R A A
KR AR B G . 7R AR AR E M R AR
PR B AL 150 pg/mL, LB
BB 10 1 5 0 AR BT AR SZ AR BB, 7E PEG/
CaCl, I T ¥ R U5 = 41 ok pUMCD6-HmB %%
AR R S5 R W X A A A K e b
SCEG AR E A VR, ILIEL 6, SRS 1A PCR
P18 FAD6 1 J7 ¥ ok 50 UF 4 k% B B L bR R Bk b
FAD6 S 2 H L an bRy, B 7 U & ik
JoT AR e Ak I i 16 31 () F 4H - FADG6 JE R Bk i 2l
m g, UL 7
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(@) B2 7Y

Bl 6 H®&FESE FADG6 Al Bk H i iE
Fig. 6 Screening of protoplasts of Mucor circinelloides
EIM-10 with FADG6 disrupted strains

bp M 1 2 3

1,3 HEFAER 2 4 FADG @Btk
B 7 FAD6 S & PCR 3 iE
Fig. 7 PCR identification of the FADG6 disrupted strains
2.4 FADG6 R E A& KIS ER 45 R
TE FADG a5 DA Ak 1T A 750 BT ke v 359 1 B0

B W5 R 7= ) GLA W R Bk #E i (11.813 min ) AH XJ iz
ol LI 8, FEREBR AL GLA H R LR B2 15 6] Ky
11.788 min, 7£ X R MR EFAERIGA B8, GLA H
Fits 4 B4 B 1] 28 11.807 min,, 38 33 3% 43 1 UE B 4% 1k
PR AU IR A PR BE GLA F R (%, FADG i R
R GLA ik 4 0.611 /L, B WK T 25 A= AU
X R TR 1.306 /L, 1t A6 7 1R 1 40 il ik
A Bk S B0 = W) GLA & W B /Y 4>, (B
GLA I3 A 582 K R B E&HR AR NI
A H A AR & 2 P T DO IR % 46 GLA

700 000}
600 000}
500 000} L GLA

= 400 000}
300 000} '
200 000}
100 000}

7.0 10.0 13.0
Hsf 8] /min
(a)

(b) &5 VA5 2 o P B I I FADG 5k B bk

700 000}
600 000}
500 000}

% 400 000F
300 000}
200 000}
100 000

7.0 10.0 13.0
[} ] /min
(b)

B 8 Mucor circinelloides EIM—-10 & %k (a) 71 FAD6 &
BYBR B A% (b) 7= BE AL o SR BG4 47
Fig. 8 GC analysis of GLA contents of the wild type
Mucor circinelloides EIM-10

| 3 % & |

A6—Rg 177 1 Ji 16 0 il — P I\ Ay SR AL 9 1 55 B0
YIAE N R JUF- I A 40 6 18 22 AS 10 RS J 78 i 1)
AR B R GLA WA GR 42 1 B e i, H i
i3 cDNA SCPERE cDNA SCHEEBEHLIFE FI cDNA
K 315 R (RACE) 2/ i ik & N ah iy Al
YRR RS A SR AN R AR 0 v v R B A6 i R
G0 R il R 05T A O 3 ek R PR e I %) s
54 K B B A6 g I 12 AR R 9 ) Be RPE A .
FADG6 3K 0] LLYE Mucor circinelloides EIM—-10 T# {4
s R B BB E R A M GLA 2 8 i £ 40
F14) i 7 A0 K — 58 0 A — B e A0 4 3k s 428, SR T 22 4R
BLE GLA WA s 4 nl fg i i Hofhag 42, e
PKS i@ 8 R SL B Metz 55 % 38 1o i 7 24 5 4 7R
PN R B B Bt i i PKS 48, JF X b i T
RARGHIWEFEY, X SRR AR 16 A B T 75 PUF As
%) ) Bsf ] AR 0 45 41 e NADPH 75 2, SR 4%
K B R e 2l PKS i &G £ AN RS G R
HET i AR A B, FAT50 50 pYMD6PMCD6 | 45
e B B e 41 pRLM30 5 B 51 T FAD6 2[5 57
Siig J3 B 7 TR U BE FADG 3 PR 37 3 2% 1k 7 [A) Y5 A
BRI R B kR, Jf i i # S G PCR (1)
Ty N = BOBRE IR 9 R AT i 4 R 1T 3% 4 AE pUCT8
Ak A T E A FAD6 HE A R bR Bk pUMCD6—~
HmB , 2 {74 2k M Ak b 315 56 fb i0E A =R Se 1 48 4 1 %
BRI TR, B FAD6 % [ [R) 5 1 5 41
JE0F 3 2 R PR ALK FADG 6 KR bk, 45 R oK,
FADG i 5% B AR ' GLA Jo3 5 ViR J3 Oy 6 3 g o VR
FETY 8.529% , W\ A1 T B AF AU B TR AR 19 18.286%
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WSERZ M T GLA 4 BGRR , FAD6 N %7 46 &
% PUFAs G GEAE T A %0 LA (] B 00 2%
#,GLA WEIFE A B, R BR ERHMNME
Al REIR AT HA AR g 42 T UK R IR 5516 GLA 2
il PKS &R SEGLA A 72, T B it — 20 11
SCEUERT o NG5 — 5 TH 43 AT, GLA FE T AE Y PUFAs
B s AR PR SR AR A DU R (Arachidonic acid,
ARA) A=+ Z#k A4 R (Docosapentenoic acid,
DPA) 45 HiAth PUFAs IR {4 | iX 28 PUFAs £ FAD6
FER B B 2514 R 8K T A4k 22 A 1, I H R bR T

PR 1 A 0 e I VA 32 R ORI 52 M) 30 4 45 SR T 6
WA SR BN, BT A6-HE i iR i 1t Fi il = 5
(1) PUFAs & BUE R Z A1, 0 58 AT 53 A B 17 198 4 4
i iEds, RN T GLA FUH Al PUFAs 1Y
IEH AN I B R B VR IE AR T A6—
JE 17 R i A 42 . 54 B PUFA & BUE G
AT Rt — 25 MR A S, I AL RE A5 I B 2 53X 4%
T A% 1 i LA B2 i A A R A S A R T T K
77 GLA (ARA 1 DPA 45 HoAth =5 BE 8L 22 A 10 A i
175 T2 V8 TR B o AR BIF 5 0 26 B BH A6 fiy 1 A 1 01 il
FADG6 16 54 B8 PUFAs {RSfH T gE , VIR R &
BRI RR ALY A RALH RS %
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