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Abstract: [Objective] The effects of the transcription regulation system on menaquinone-7 (MK-7) production in
Bacillus subtilis (B. subtilis) 168 were studied by excavating transcription regulators. [Method] With the signal
molecule PhrG pentapeptide, RapG, and the transcription regulator DegU, a PhrG-RapG-DegU regulatory system
was successfully constructed in B. subtilis 168 to fine-tune the expression of key genes, so that the expression of
key genes in the MK-7 synthesis pathway can respond to the changes in cell density. [Result] The production of
MK-7 in strain BS06 reached 102.47 mg/L through this system. [Conclusion] Fine tuning of quorum sensing can
effectively improve the MK-7 production in B. subtilis 168.
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Table 1  Strains and plasmids used in this study
R PR S R R B R 7 kU5

B. subtilis 168 nprE aprE epr bpr mpr .. ble nprB .. bsr vpr wprd .. hyg cm .. neo 1E & BT 7E S 58 2 DR

B. subtilis 168-ispG .. P, B. subtilis 168,C,-P,;-ispG AHEIT

BC00 B. subtilis 168, degU-eGFP EN I

BCO1 BCOO fiT £, Pyuergo-rapG AT F

BC02 BCOO0 fiT ., Py,-rapG AHF TS

BC03 BCOO fit, Pyy-rapG, C,'-Py,,-phrG AW

BLO1 B. subtilis 168, ArapG NI

BLO02 B. subtilis 168, AphrG NI

BL03 B. subtilis 168, AdegU EN TN

BN00 B. subtilis 168, P, o-degU ER P

BNOI1 BNOO fiT4E , C,-Py,o-¢GFP AHF 9T

BN02 BNOO £74, C,/-P.omi-¢GFP E NI

BNO03 BNOO f74:, C,"-P,.5-¢GFP NI

BNO04 BNO00 14, C,,"-P,,z-eGFP AT

BNO5 BNOO fif 4, C,,-P,,-eGFP EN T
» BNO06 BNO00 #74, C,-Py-¢GFP NS
i BN07 BNO0O fij £, C,-P,, -eGFP ENI

BNOS BNO00 #74, C,-P,,4-¢GFP ENIF

BN09 BNOO fij4, C,'-P,-eGFP ENGI

BN10 BNOO fij 4, C,'-P,-eGFP ENGI

BNI11 BNOO fii4, C,-P;-eGFP EN IS

BN12 BNOO fij 4, C,'-P,-eGFP ENIF

BN13 BNO0O fi7E, C," -Ps-eGFP ENGI

BN14 BNO0O fi7E, C," -Pe-eGFP ENGI

BN15 BNO0O fij £, C," -P,-eGFP ENGIA

BN16 BNO0O 74, C," -Pg-eGFP ENGIA

BSO1 B. subtilis 168 , Py, -rapG AT 5

BS02 BSO1 fit’E, Py,,-phrG AW

BS03 BS02 74, Py;-degU AHF T

BS04 BS03 fi1 4, Ps-hepS EN N

BSO05 BS04 fiT 4, Ps-hepT ENGI

BS06 BS05 fi14, C,-Ps-ispH ENTI

P7C6 Pmd18-T % lox71-zeo-lox66 F Bt E 5 T AE 52 56 =5 £ 6L
JFRE PDG148 Amp, Km, E. coli-B. subtilis F RN, &5 Popac Y cre B & T 1 S 56 2 AR

pHT-XCR6 Amp, Cm, B E Pyreioo A 3 BT 7E 52 56 2 AR

1.6 FHHEHKWAZBEERS MK-7=E00E

% £ BSO6 1E il & (1 B #5  #k , B R TS 1k
J& » % 2 mL/dL # Bl 2] K B 55 9% % SYG 1, 7E
37°C PR 986 do 7E 250 mL [ HE 52 I
o E KA MK-7. fF 12 h B2 mL &
T 0, R FH w0 %0V AR £ 1% CHPL.CO 925 46 W B8 Bk B9
MK-7 7= &,

MK-7 $2 B 4 - B2 mL iR 21 K BT 5 mL

i 80 F1, 10 000 r/min 2520 5 min, B B iE
WS mL R 6850 8, N 4 £ A B ) RE U, &
BORAIE k- N EMR SR OE kS = W B
RAREE v 20 D), 55 78 A6 4R % 20 min, B O% & & 30
min, 12 000 r/min &0 5 min. # _E3E L 0.22 um
JE R 5 BT HERE R, SR H HPLC ik A I, i 3h AH
N A bR R AR A b S AR AR L
N9, K 35 °C, fii & 1.0 mL/mim.
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Table 2 PCR primers used in this study
RS 514 S FHI(5—3"

rapG-L-F TTTGTGGTCTTTACGGCTTTG
rapG-L-R ATCCGCTCGTGAAACTCCTTTCTCTAGTGACT
rapG-L-P7C6-F AGGAGTTTCACGAGCGGATAACAATTTCACACA
rapG-L-P7C6-R TAACGCTGCCCACCTATCATACCGTTCG

B80! P7C6-P,,,-F ATAGGTGGGCAGCGTTATCCAGCG
P7C6-Py,,-R GGGTGCGATCTTATTCATTGTTTTGTTCCTCCCTGAATATG
P,,,-rapG-F GGGAGGAACAAAACAATGAATAAGATCGCACCCG
P,,.-7apG-R CTTTCTCGGACAACAAGTCAT
rapG-F TGCTTGCCTACTTCTCCTTAT
rapG-R GTGAAATTGTTATCCGCTCTTATATAACCTCCGTTCGTTTAATCAGT
rapG-P7C6-F ATTAAACGAACGGAGGTTATATAAGAGCGGATAACAATTTCACACAG
rapG-P1C6-R CGCTGCCCACCTATCATACCGTTCGT

5802 P7C6-P,,,-F ATAGGTGGGCAGCGTTATCCAGCG
P7C6-Py,,-R GCCAATCAGAAATCTTTTCATTGTTTTGTTCCTCCCTGAATATGT
P, -phrG-F AGGGAGGAACAAAACAATGAAAAGATTTCTGATTGGCG
phrG-R CACGGCGATTTGAATACACTT
degU-L-F CAAATGCTGGCGAATGTTATG
degU-L-R CGGGTAAGCCACGCCTCCT
P7C6-F CGTGGCTTACCCGGGGATCCTC

5803 P7C6-R AACAATGTTTACTTTAGTCACGTGTACATTCCTCTCTTACCTATAATG
degU-F AGAGAGGAATGTACACGTGACTAAAGTAAACATTGTTATTATCGAC
degU-R GTTGTTCACGCATTTCTTTCG
hepS-L-F CGGAGAAGACCCGAATAG
hepS-L-R-P7C6 GTTATCCGCTCAAATATCACCCTTGTCCCCAAA
hepS-L-P7C6-F GGGACAAGGGTGATATTTGAGCGGATAACAATTTCACACA

B804 P,-R-hepS CCGTAGATGTCTTGCAATCTTTACCCTCTCCTTTTAAAAAAATTCAG
Ps-hepS-F GGAGAGGGTAAAGATTGCAAGACATCTACGGAACT
hepS-R-R TGTAGCAAGCGTCCGAAT
hepT-L-F GAACACTTCAACCTCCCG
hepT-L-R-P7C6 CGCTCTTTTCAGGCCCGCCT
hepT-L-P7C6-F GGGCCTGAAAAGAGCGGATAACAATTTCACACAG

5803 P-R-hepT CGCCAGTAAACGAATGATATTTAACATTCTTTACCCTCTCCTTTTAAAAAAATTCAGA
P-hepT-F AGGAGAGGGTAAAGAATGTTAAATATCATTCGTTTACTGGCG
hepT-R-R TGGGCTTTCGGTTCGTTAA
ispH-L-F GCGAGGACCTTCATTTGG
ispH-L-R-P7C6 TGTTATCCGCTCTTTCGGTTGTCCTCCAATACT
ispH-L-P7C6-F AGGACAACCGAAAGAGCGGATAACAATTTCACAC
P7C6-R-P; CGTTCTTCGGTTACGATATAAATCCACCTATCATACCGTTCGTATA

B30 P7C6-P,-F ACGGTATGATAGGTGGATTTATATCGTAACCGAAGAACGTT
P,-R-ispH CGGTGAAATTTTAATTACGTCCATTCTTTACCCTCTCCTTTTAAAAAAATTCA
P,-ispH-F AAAGGAGAGGGTAAAGAATGGACGTAATTAAAATTTCACCG
ispH-R-R CACTTGAGTAGCGAGGC
degU-L-F TATCCGAGGTCAGCCGTAA
degU-L-R CGCTCAAGCCACGCCTCCTT

BNO00O

degU-L-P7C6-F
P7C6-R-P

grac100

GCGTGGCTTGAGCGGATAACAATTTCACAC
CGCTTACATCATTCTTTTCTACCGTTCGTATAATGTATGCTATACGAAG
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BNO0O

BNO1

BNO02

BNO03

BN04

BNO5

BNO06

(k7S EIEY S FF1(5—3"
P7C6-P,c100-F AGCATACATTATACGAACGGTAGAAAAGAATGATGTAAGCGTGAAA
P, c100-R-degU ACAATGTTTACTTTAGTCACGGATCCCACCTCCTTTAATTG

PgraclOO_degU_F
degU-R-R

GGAGGTGGGATCCGTGACTAAAGTAAACATTGTTATTATCGAC
CACTTCACATTCCCGCCTA

degQ-L-F
degQ-L-R-eGFP
degQ-L-eGFP-F

ATTGAAAGCAACAACTGGGACA
CTTGCTCACCATCGTTTCCACACTCCTTTTTT
GTGTGGAAACGATGGTGAGCAAGGGC

egfp-R-P7C6 CCCGGGTCTTGTACAGCTCGTCCATG

egfp-P7C6-F GAGCTGTACAAGACCCGGGGATCCTCT

P7C6-R-degQ CAAGTTTCTTTTCCATGTTCAAGCGAAAACATACCACC

P7C6-degQ-F TGGTATGTTTTCGCTTGAACATGGAAAAGAAACTTGAAGAAGTAAAAC
degQ-R-R AACGACTCCGAGCGATTA

comK-L-F TTGCCAGCGACGATTCCA

comK-L-R-eGFP
comK-L-eGFP-F

CCTTGCTCACCATATTATGGCCTCCATCCTTTTTC
ATGGAGGCCATAATATGGTGAGCAAGGGC

egfp-R-P7C6 CCCGGGTCTTGTACAGCTCGTCCATG

egfp-P7C6-F GAGCTGTACAAGACCCGGGGATCCTCTAG

P7C6-R-comK CGTCTGTTTTCTGACTCATGTTCAAGCGAAAACATACCAC
P7C6-comK-F GTTTTCGCTTGAACATGAGTCAGAAAACAGACGC
comK-R-R ATCTTCGTCCGCTCTTCT

sacB-L-F CTGATTCACCGCAATCTTGT

sacB-L-R-egfp

CCCTTGCTCACCATCGTTCATGTCTCCTTTTTTATGTAC

sacB-L-egfp-F AGACATGAACGATGGTGAGCAAGGGC

egfp-R-P7C6 CCCGGGTCTTGTACAGCTCGTCCATG

egfp-P7C6-F GAGCTGTACAAGACCCGGGGATCCTCTAG

P7C6-R-sacB TGCAAACTTTTTGATGTTCATGTTCAAGCGAAAACATACCAC
P7Cé6-sacB-F GGTATGTTTTCGCTTGAACATGAACATCAAAAAGTTTGCAAAACA
sacB-R TCTGCGTAGAATCCTCTGTTT

aprE-L-F CTGCAAGGCTTGAAATAACG

aprE-L-R-egfp
aprE-L-egfp-F

CCCTTGCTCACCATTCTTTACCCTCTCCTTTTAAAAAAATTCAG
GGAGAGGGTAAAGAATGGTGAGCAAGGGC

eg/p-R-P7C6 CCCGGGTCTTGTACAGCTCGTCCATG

egfp-P7C6-F GAGCTGTACAAGACCCGGGGATCCTCTAG

P7C6-R-aprE TTTGCTTCTCACGTTCAAGCGAAAACATACCACC
P7C6-aprE-F GTTTTCGCTTGAACGTGAGAAGCAAAAAATTGTGGATCA
aprE-R GGAGCCATCACATCAAGC

bpr-L-F ATGAACATCACTGGAGGAACA

bpr-L-R-eGFP CCTTGCTCACCATTTTCATCCCCCTTTTTCAACATG
bpr-L-eGFP-F GGGGGATGAAAATGGTGAGCAAGGGC

egfp-R-P7C6 CCCGGGTCTTGTACAGCTCGTCCATG

egf/p-P1C6-F GAGCTGTACAAGACCCGGGGATCCTCTAG

P7C6-R-bpr TCGTTTTTTTCCTCATGTTCAAGCGAAAACATACCACC
P7C6-bpr-F GGTATGTTTTCGCTTGAACATGAGGAAAAAAACGAAAAACAGAC
bpr-R AAATGTCAGCATCAGTGCC

flgB-L-F ATACTGCTTTCCCTGTTGAGA

flgB-L-R-eGFP CCTTGCTCACCATATCCACTTACCTCCATTTCAGT
flgB-L-eGFP-F GGAGGTAAGTGGATATGGTGAGCAAGGGC
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egfp-R-P7C6 CCCGGGTCTTGTACAGCTCGTCCATG
egf/p-P1C6-F GAGCTGTACAAGACCCGGGGATCCTCTAG

BN06 P7C6-R-flgB CCAGAAAATAAGCTCAAGTTCAAGCGAAAACATACCACC
P7C6-fIgB-F ATGTTTTCGCTTGAACTTGAGCTTATTTTCTGGAACGATACAA
flgB-R ATTCATCGCCGTGACATT
sacX-L-F CAGCAATCCGTATCTGCG
sacX-L-R-eGFP CTTGCTCACCATGCAATTAAAACCTCCTTTGCTG
sacX-L-eGFP-F GGAGGTTTTAATTGCATGGTGAGCAAGGGC
egfp-R-P7C6 CCCGGGTCTTGTACAGCTCGTCCATG

BNo7 egf/p-P71C6-F GAGCTGTACAAGACCCGGGGATCCTCTAG
P7C6-R-sacX TCTTTTGCAATCTCTTTATGCAAGTTCAAGCGAAAACATACCAC
P7C6-sacX-F GGTATGTTTTCGCTTGAACTTGCATAAAGAGATTGCAAAAGAATT
sacX-R GATAGGACGATGGTGGAGTAG
wapA-L-F TCTTTCTTGTATTCAACTGGGTG
wapA-L-R-eGFP CCCTTGCTCACCATTTCCTCTCTCCTTTTGTAATAAAAGTAATATT
wapA-L-eGFP-F AGGAGAGAGGAAATGGTGAGCAAGGGC
egfp-R-P7C6 CCCGGGTCTTGTACAGCTCGTCCATG

BNos egf/p-P1C6-F GAGCTGTACAAGACCCGGGGATCCTCTAG
P7C6-R-wapA GCCTCTTTCTTTTTTTCATGTTCAAGCGAAAACATACCACC
P7C6-wapA-F ATGTTTTCGCTTGAACATGAAAAAAAGAAAGAGGCGAAAC
wapA-R TGTCTGACCGTTCAACCTC
ArapG-L-F TGGTCTTTACGGCTTTGGC
ArapG-L-R-P7C6 CCCGGGTGTGAAACTCCTTTCTCTAGTGAC
ArapG-L-P7C6-F GGAGTTTCACACCCGGGGATCCTCT

BLol P7C6-R-ArapG-R GCCAATCAGAAATCTTTTCATGTTCAAGCGAAAACATACCAC
P7C6-ArapG-R-F GGTATGTTTTCGCTTGAACATGAAAAGATTTCTGATTGGCG
ArapG-R-R ACTTCACCATCGGGCAATA
AphrG-L-F AGAGGACAGGGCTTTCAG
AphrG-L-R-P7C6 ATCCCCGGGTTTATATAACCTCCGTTCGTTTAATCAG
AphrG-L-P7C6-F ACGGAGGTTATATAAACCCGGGGATCCTCT

pLoz P7C6-R-AphrG-R CCCGCATCCAGGGTGATGTTTGTCAGTTATTAAAT
P7C6-AphrG-R-F ACCCTGGATGCGGGGGTTCAA
AphrG-R-R AAATTCCCGCTTGTCCTG
AdegU-L-F TCCTAACGCACCTTCACC
AdegU-L-R-P7C6 ATCCCCGGGTTATAATAGGAGACTTGCCTTTTACTAGG

BLo3 AdegU-L-P7C6-F GGCAAGTCTCCTATTATAACCCGGGGATCCTCT

B. subtilis 168-ispG . . P

P7C6-R-AdegU-R
P7C6-AdegU-R-F

GAGGCGTGGCTTAGGGTGATGTTTGTCAGTTATTAAAT
ACATCACCCTAAGCCACGCCTCCT

AdegU-R-R CAGGTAGAATTGACGATGATCCA

ispG-L-F AGCATCAATAGATGTTGCACTC

ispG-L-R-P7C6 ATCCGCTCTCGCTCCTTAATTGTAGTTGCC

ispG-L-P7C6-F AGGAGCGAGAGCGGATAACAATTTCACACAG

P7C6-R-ispG ATTTCACTCACTTGCAAGTGTACATTCCTCTCTTACCTATAATGG
P7C6-ispG-F GTAAGAGAGGAATGTACACTTGCAAGTGAGTGAAATCACAC
ispG-R TAGTCAAACGCTTTCGCTG
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P
F P EIEZ] S F 515 —3"
cre-F GCCTGCATTACCGGTCGATG
Cre cre-R CTAATCGCCATCTTCCAGCAGGC
degU-F GAAGCGGCTCGTATTGTTG
degU-R-egfp CCTTGCTCACCATCTATCTCATTTCTACCCAGCC
- degU-egfp-F CTGGGTAGAAATGAGATAGATGGTGAGCAAGGGC

P7C6-R-degU-R
P7C6-degU-R-F

AGGCAAGTCTCCTATTATAGTTCAAGCGAAAACATACCAC
GGTATGTTTTCGCTTGAACTATAATAGGAGACTTGCCTTTTACTAGG

degU-R-R CTTCACCCAAATGAGTGCC
M » 24 -
2 #R5R I PR
I

2.1 B. subtilis 168 A MK-7 B4 F= i3 12 97 ¥

B. subtilis 168 V£ 4 $1L B [ 4 == [QPH P18, B A
R R AT 43 A BE D ik R TR R ) B — A R 2
AP MK-7 AR bk . B 1O FTR , B R I
T P 168 I, MIK-7 B 388 m B A — 5 0 B4 1« 7 40 P
A KR B g A K 2R 18, MK-T [ 77 B 2R 18
BN 5 it 55 R TR TR) 0 38 i, MIK-7 1 77 B R 2
ThAE R B J5 W1, MK-7 ()77 B i T Fa e .

MK-7 H1 BF 4 25 B 2R A0 5 % 0 B 4L . 4
B 1(o) Tz, 7 B. subtilis 168 F1, 5 [ ) 0 4 = 52
EIE MEP B A K. 4-FBHE-3-F R T IH-2- R
A L (IspG) /& MEP 38 12 o (1) B 1 , 1 4k 2L %
B =N R (MECPP) & i HMBPP, isp G [ i 5%
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Table 3  Nucleotide sequences of the recombinant promoter core
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