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Abstract: Menaquinone-7 (MK-7) has a promising application prospect in the fields of health food
and pharmaceutical manufacturing as an important vitamin of the K family. In this work, the yield of
MK-7 fermentation was improved by using Bacillus subtilis 168 as the starting strain, knocking out
the genes from metabolic branch pathways, screening and optimizing the mutant of speed-limited
gene menA of the MK-7 synthesis pathway, and enhancing the expression of several MK-7
biosynthesis pathway genes through an artificial operon. Finally, a high-yield strain MK7-13 was
developed with the yield of (73.73+1.86) mg/L, which was 9.71 times higher than that of the original
strain. In summary, a high-yield MK-7 strain was successfully constructed by a combinatorial
metabolic engineering strategy, which laid a foundation for the subsequent industrial production of
MK-7 by microbial fermentation.
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£ 4 B Z5 B (menaquinone—7 ,MK-7 ) j& 4 4= %
K2 iy—#h, 4e4: R K2 4 2500 A 42 C3 g% -
S IR R B AR A MK-3 3| MK-14 %5 2 Fp
AN, MK=-7 & R BT, al i T 5 N | 5
AHLER, WIC 5 o 55 . MK=7 Al 15 By sl sk 42 1R 2
TRE | 9 T UL LA TR | RAE B DRI
18 P 5 JUE 505 | B 9 25 LR B 2R 9 T R FC o A
BEAh, HEAEER K2 ARG dh m] LA RO BT A 2% i v
TN B BB A Bl 1 AR TG J7 2R 3k Y 48 2E
2 D = SERE B AN, AR 4R R
K2 BEFE Y y—4 2 It AR AL i 10 3 Bh DY 7 y— 4 Tk
BRACTE ] LU A 4 2R R K RO PE & 1 (VKDPs) H4F
RRIRIEEA T y— R I AR,

MK=7 # R HEAEE Tl Ak AR 7= 2 B RTS8 H R
[l 2z —, W T G A Ok A 7 MK-7 50%
R 15 Y IR 5 R0 G B0 05 = 25 4 AR 1 R
YA T A= MK=7 Ok z 21 56, vk
Yk W HE 77 MK =7 HA 4 Sz 245 48 3% 1 1 00 340,
T AF Sk WF 9% & M 4k 78 Bacillus subtilis natto ™
Lactococcus lactis®  Escherichia coli™F fp #i47T T
MK-7 £ BT S8 T A . BEAT X MK=7 A4 45 S AT
G H 25 W TR AR ATD R 2 A B 2 AR I, 40 . Ma 25 NAE
A B ZE AT B 168 (Bacillus subtilis 168, B. subtilis
168) H i it ak ik TR [FI 4L A By L, 1G9 1 HT 5
IR EEWERE - 4— R B IR 7% 12 (MEP pathway ) RIS, A
MHEm T MK=7 £ & m M, Yang 55 A 38 oK
AR 4 DBEYE 73 00 BEAT 58 A AT
P& T MK-7 & B 7 it Zhang 6 N iHH & T
PR R G0, ST H bR 7= 1 0 RCE BT A
AR Z IR S AP ARG = T MK-T7 /Y77 &
Hili BZF 6T T R BN O R B A YU bR
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2 AR TR A 455 R R B AT e B 3 A% ) R AR R
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A A BRA B 5 Hoal R L R 2 AR AR
FEFERHEE A R A 5 I B A st AR g B RHE T
A R F] ORI & A 5K PCR R 1T 8 )
& :OMEGA A 7l ; — 2 v B ik 77 (ClonExpress® 11/
Multis) .2xTaq PCR Master Mix: B§ 5% i 48 %8 4= W) Bl
A RAH,

113 244 LB RIAEEFRE (L)  E AR 10, B
BERy 5,NaCl 10; LB [ R KE 57 3 . 78 LB Wi B 5 5
YAl A 15~20 o/L 35hE , 121 °C K& 20 min;
RWERE IR HE (g/L)  H i 30, K E.E A 60, 1 £ 8
5,MgS0,-7H,0 0.5 ,K,HPO, 3,121 *C’K i 20 min,
114 &M E5EE& HERK. DR
A BRS w mT UL Y6 B T . i 5 R AR A R
2] /AN B O L PCR X : Eppendorf 23 A 5 16
TR FRAR . DGR BT AR B B O MR AR A -
CV200: db 3 & AR R 2 7] s H-Class/QDa
JE I A IR R A H

1.2 EWHX

121 AR LITE B. subtilis 168 9 5k F: A
araM W, LA B. subtilis 168 F R 2H MM, 43 7
51% AaraM-UP-F/R Adhb B-DN-F/R #£47 PCR ¥"
SR IE aaM IR R B araM-UP .araM -
DN; ABURL PDG A, 51 ¥ AaraM-CR-F/R i
1 PCR ¥4, 1535 5 RPUrEHE I 7 B araM-CR.,
¥ 34 BB aliAb 5 #% I8 araM-UP .araM —CR .araM -
DN (Y F 47 22 v Befil A o ) ] 5 o 20 % 5 )
B.subtilis 168 JEFH 41 58 B m SR, [/ B 76 51 ¥ AaraM -
CR-R #l AaraM-DN-F 4% %5 /i1 100 bp b i [5] 5
T 78 HEA T R R 24 58 BTG IR R o S5 DRpes G ORI
dhbB W] 138 J5 25 58 BRI o

122 ATHHFHE DATERINFAOKF
BRI R 5, LL B.subrtilis 168 FE R 28 KR | 73 3
M 51% AO-KF -aroK-F/R .,AO-KF-aroE-F/R ,AO-
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Fig. 1 MK-7 synthetic pathway in B. subtilis

Escherichia coli DH5a
B. subtilis 168
MK7-01
MK7-02
MK7-03
MK7-04
MK7-05
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MK7-08
MK7-09
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i~~~ I R~ SR

F 1 ARHET A BRI R
Table 1 Strains and plasmids used in this study

JOURNAL OF FOOD SCIENCE AND BIOTECHNOLOGY Vol. 41 Issue 8 2022

Tl 22 25 4 i 199 A T MEAE 24 )

Wild—type A 35 i 6 55 56 % AR A7
B. subtilis 168 with AaraM AT R
B. subtilis 168 with ApisG AT
B. subtilis 168 with AdhbB AT E R
B. subtilis 168 harboring pDG—menA ARG A
. subtilis 168 harboring pDG—menA (menA -Q67D) AR T A
. subtilis 168 harboring pDG—menA (menA —Q67R) AT 7 A8
. subtilis 168 harboring pDG—menA (menA —NT74A) AT A
. subtilis 168 harboring pDG—menA (menA —-N74D) BN i)
. subtilis 168 harboring pDG—menA (menA -N74R) ARG A
B. subtilis 168 harboring pDG—AD A 5T



EoRA) S ARG T AR AR AT & A B MK-T

MK7-11
MK7-12
MK7-13
JEkE
pDG
pDG-menA
pDG-menA (menA —Q67D)
pDG—menA (menA —Q67R)
pDG—menA (menA —-N74A)
pDG-menA (menA —-N74D)
pDG—menA (menA —-N74R)
pDG-AD
pDG-KF
pDG-HF
pDG-menA (menA —Q67D)-KF

B. subtilis 168 harboring pDG-KF A58 A

B. subtilis 168 harboring pDG-HF BN R

MK7-02 harboring pDG-menA (menA-Q67D)-KF A5 A
E. coli-B. subtilis shuttle vector, PmalA, Amp", Cm" Ve BT A S 06 5 AR AT

pDG derivative, menA gene A5 A

pDG derivative, menA (Q67D) gene AT A 3

pDG derivative, menA (Q67R) gene A5 A

pDG derivative, menA (N74A) gene AT 5T A 3

pDG derivative, menA (N74D) gene A5 A

pDG derivative, menA (N74R) gene BN AR

pDG derivative, aroA .aroB .aroC .aroD gene A5 A

pDG derivative, aroK .aroE .aroF gene A5 A

pDG derivative, hepS .ispA .fni gene BN R

pDG—menA (menA—Q67D) derivative, aroK .aroE .aroF gene A5 A

x2 AHRFASY

Table 2 Primers used in this study

5149 4 B 1975 (5'-3")

AaraM-UP-F
Aaral-UP-R
AaraM-CR-F

AaraM-CR-R

Aaral-DN-F

AaraM-DN-R
AptsG-UP-F
AptsG-UP-R
AptsG-CR-F

AptsG-CR-R

AptsG-DN-F

AptsG-DN-R
AdhbB-UP-F

AdhbB-UP-R
AdhbB-CR-F
AdhbB-CR-R

AdhbB-DN-F
AdhbB-DN-F
menA —Frag—F
menA —Frag-R

ATGAAAAAAATGACTGTCTGTTTTCTTG
GCTTTAGTTGAAGACTATTTCTGTTTCAGTTCACCTGC
TGAAACAGAAATAGTCTTCAACTAAAGCACCCATTAGTT

GCCATAATACGCATCTATTTCTGTTTCAGTTCACCTGCCGCTCTGTCCAAGGCTTTATTCATTCAGTTTT
CGCTGCGG

ACTGAATGAATAAAGCCTTGGACAGAGCGGCAGGTGAACTGAAACAGAAATAGATGCGTATTATGGC
CAGTCAT

TCATATCAGAATCCCCTCCTCAGC

ATGACAAAGGAGCTGAGGATCGT
GTGCTTTAGTTGAAGAAAGAATTGACCTCCTCTTTTTACTAGTCTGAC
GAGGAGGTCAATTCTTTCTTCAACTAAAGCACCCATTAGTTCAACAAAC

GCTGTAAGGTCAGACTAGTAAAAAGAGGAGGTCAATTCTTGAAAGAATTGACCTCCTCTTTTTACTAG
TCTGACCTTACAGC

GCTGTAAGGTCAGACTAGTAAAAAGAGGAGGTCAATTCTTAAAACTGAATGAATAAAGCATTAAAGC
AAGCGGTTCAG

TTACTTGAATGTTTCTTTTACGAACGCGACA
GGCTATCGAAACTGATTCCGAGG

TTTGTTGAACTAATGGGTGCTTTAGTTGAAGAATGAACACTTCCTCTCAAATTGTTGTTTTATTTTTTAA
ATC

TCTTCAACTAAAGCACCCATTAGTTC

TATCAGGCATCCGTTTGTTTACCCTCCTTATGAACACTTCCTCTCAAATTGTTGTTTTATTTTTTAAATTT
ATTCATTCAGTTTTCGTGCGGAC

AAGGAGGGTAAACAAACGGATGC
GGCCAAATAATCTATGATTTTCTCCTATCAATTTCAG
ATTAGCTAGGGGGAATAATTATGAACCAAACAAATAAGGGTGAGGG
ACTGTCGGAACGAGACTTCTTTATCGGAAATAGCTGATCAATAATCCGATCG

LERS A g 2022581558y IEEH
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ElkZERS 19 F51(5'-3")

menA—-Vect-F AGAAGTCTCGTTCCGACAGTTG

menA—-Vect—-R AATTATTCCCCCTAGCTAATTTTCGTTTAAT

menA-Q67D-F TCTTGCCTATGGATCGACATCGCGACGAAC

menA—-Q67D-R AAATAAGTTCGTCGCGGATGTCGATCCATAGGC

menA-Q67R-F TCTTGCCTATGGATCAGAATCGCGACGAAC

menA—-Q67R-R AAATAAGTTCGTCGCGATTCTGATCCATAGGC

menA-NT74A-F CCAGATCGCGACGAACTTATTTGCAGAATACTATGATT

menA-NT4A-R CCGCGTTTAAAATCATAGTATTCTGCAAATAAGTTCGTCG

menA-N74D-F CAGATCGCGACGAACTTATTTGACGAATACTATGATT

menA-N74D-R CGCGTTTAAAATCATAGTATTCGTCAAATAAGTTCGTCG

menA-NT74R-F CAGATCGCGACGAACTTATTTAGAGAATACTATGATT

menA-NT4R-R CGCGTTTAAAATCATAGTATTCTCTAAATAAGTTCGTCG
AO-AD-aroA-F ATGAAACGAGATAAGGTGCAGACCT
AO-AD-aroA-R GCAGTGTCTTCATTTTGAATTCCTCCTTT TCAGGATTTTTTCGAAAGC
AO-AD-aroB-F AATCGTTAACACGTTCATATGTAAATCGCTCCTTT TCATGATGTCTCCTCCAATCG
AO-AD-aroB-R TCGAAAAAATCCTGAAAAGGAGGAATTCAAA ATGAAGACACTGCATGTTCAAAC
AO-AD-aroC-F GGAGGAGACATCATGAAAAGGAGCGATTTACAT ATGAACGTGTTAACGATTAAAGGAG
AO-AD-aroC-R CGTACAGCTTTTTCATTCAGATCCCCCCACTATCCCCGTGTGTTTTTAT
AO-AD-aroD-F CACACGGGGATAGGGGGGGATCTGATATGAAAAAGCTGTACGG
AO-AD-aroD-F TTAACATTCTGTTCCTCCTAATTTTCC

PDG-AD-Frag-F
PDG-AD-Frag-R
PDG-AD-Vect-F
PDG-AD-Vect-R

TAGAAGGAGGTCGTCATATGAAACGAGATAAGGTGCAGACCT
ACTGTCGGAACGAGACTTCTTTAACATTCTGTTCCTCCTAATTTTCC
AGAAGTCTCGTTCCGACAGTTG
ATGACGACCTCCTTCTATTTAAAAACAATTC

AO-KF-aroK-F ATGAACGCTAAACGAGCCATC

AO-KF-aroK-R CGTACAGCTTTTTCATCAAATCTCCTCCTTTGTTACATCGGCTGATAAAGATC
AO-KF-aroE-F TATCAGCCGATGTAACAAAGGAGGAGATTTGATGAAAAAGCTGTACGGG
AO-KF-aroE-R GGCTGTTAAATATCTCATCAAATCTCCTCCTTTGTTAACATTCTGTTCCTCCTAATTTTCC
AO-KF-aroF-F GGAGGAACAGAATGTTAACAAAGGAGGAGATTTGATGAGATATTTAACAGCCGGAG
AO-KF-aroF-R TTAAAATTCCCTCGACAGTTTTCTCATATTC

PDG-KF-Frag-F
PDG-KF-Frag-R

AAATAGAAGGAGGTCGTCATATGAACGCTAAACGAGCCATC
ACTGTCGGAACGAGACTTCT TTAAAATTCCCTCGACAGTTTTCTCATATTCTCC

PDG-KF-Vect-F AGAAGTCTCGTTCCGACAGTTG

PDG-KF-Vect-R ATGACGACCTCCTTCTATTTAAAAACAATTCCA

AO-HF-hepS-F TTGCAAGACATCTACGGAACTTTAGC

AO-HF-hepS-R CtCGTTAATTTATTTGTCATTAATTATTCCCCCTTTACCCTTCTTCCACTTTCTG

AO-HF-ispA-F GAAAGTGGAAGAAGGGTAGGGGGAATAATTATGACAAATAAATTAACGAG

AO-HF-ispA-R CGTTCTGCTCGAGTCATATGTAAATCGCTCCTTTCTTAGTGATCTCTTGCCGC
AO-HF—-fni-F GCGGCAAGAGATCACTAAAGGAGCGATTTACATATGACTCGAGCAGAACGAAAAAG
AO-HF-fni-R TTATCGCACACTATAGCTTGATGTATTGACC

PDG-HF-Frag-F
PDG-HF-Frag-R
PDG-HF-Vect-F
PDG-HF-Vect-R

AAATAGAAGGAGGTCGTCATTTGCAAGACATCTACGGAACTTT
ACTGTCGGAACGAGACTTCTACTGTCGGAACGAGACTTCT
AGAAGTCTCGTTCCGACAGTTG
ATGACGACCTCCTTCTATTTAAAAACAATTCCA

PDG-menA (Q67D)-HF-Frag-F TGATCAGCTATTTCCGATAAATGAACGCTAAACGAGCCATCC

PDG-menA (Q67D)-HF-Frag-R ACTGTCGGAACGAGACTTCTTTAAAATTCCCTCGACAGTTTTCTCATATTCTCC
PDG-menA (Q67D)-HF-Vect-F AACTGTCGAGGGAATTTTAAAGAAGTCTCGTTCCGACAGTTGG

PDG-menA (Q67D)-HF-Vect—-R ATGGCTCGTTTAGCGTTCATTTATCGGAAATAGCTGATCAATAATCCGATCG
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KF-aroF-F/R #£17 PCR ¥ 3%, %3] KF-aroK .KF-
aroE KF-aroF 3£ 3 /> B, 4 Fr Bralifb J5 #ic B K-
aroK KF-aroE KF-aroF (W7 #4722 i Bl 5 0e,
AL AT L 5 P10 RBS ¥ 51,

123 Eam4eyE Ll pDG-menA KL H4
N, LA B. subtilis 168 £ 41K BIH, 514
menA —Frag—F/R #t 17 PCR ¥ 3%, 15 %] i B pDG-
menA —Frag; UL pDG Bibi A Bt , H 5% menA —
Vect-F/R #47 PCR 9" 1§, 15277 A7 & 2P IR 3 7
PmalA ) i Bt pDG-menA —Vect, ¥ 7 Bt 4tk J5 F H
— 5w B IR & o8 TG 48 v RS B fE AT K
FFR RIS 25 DHS«c $64k, FIHTZCR PE AR (Amp)
P 7 2645 ) pDG—menA KL, iR pDG-AD
pDG—-KF .pDG-HF .pDG-menA (menA -Q67D) -KF
W R 5 2 58 A At

124 Fisreg s ] Spizizen % AL 75 L
7 R A

125 5 %% L pDG-menA (menA —Q67D) i 5
AR JFRAGEE R, LA pDG-menA R AN BINT , H 5
) menA -Q6TD-F/R 47 [ In] PCR 473§ , ¥ B ks
Bealib 5 04T K FF 8 R Ik 5z 25 DHSa #2146, )
PR P AR (Amp) BTG £ 45 2] pDG-menA -Q67D
Jkr a5 548 R pDG-menA (menA -Q67R) .pDG-
menA  (menA —-N74A) . pDG-menA (menA -NT74D) |
pDG—menA (menA-NT4R) W H] ik 777k 58 A
1.2.6 A KFalR ML EE O E R R 2
AR, A3 EO6 BTN A K WEAE ODego AL 1Y
W GAE

127 WARABE KRBTSR RBUE LY
T LB B R IR 14 h B IR AR 37 °C
220 r/min, F5 M & BRI . b7 B IR W R IR ) Bh
0D=0.1 hn&| &4 30 mL % B35 55 5L 0 580/,
40 °C.200 r/min #5555 9% 4 d, B AL BEBCE 3
AT

1.2.8 MK-7 B H5 mL &R T 250 mL =
A5 mL e ER R AT i RE , BRRE SE LS A
5 mL S EETF 200 r/min #x3% 10 min, FAIA 10
mL IECFEIRY 10 min, W EZABOK 5 mL kA
15 mL B4 P AT Has e

1.2.9 MK-7 #5547 B 0.5 mL B (V gy
VooV —awe=31:1) MIAWRGG )b 45 52 %, bl

JE i fLAE N 0.22 wm A HLIESL , B 200 wL & F
A A4 Hr B AT AN, MK =7 R FH R e s A
% (UPLC) kil , 4354124 Waters XBridge® BEH C18
(2.5 pm,3.0 mmx100 mm) , H: il 40 C, #EFEE 3 pl,
Kk 270 nm, FEBIAE R 100% &0 H R
7 0.8 mL/min, f# ff] GraphPad Prism 8 F {4 X} . [A
RO HEAT 0T, A AR UE 25 7 R OR S
RS R * KIR P<0.05, %% /R P<0.01,

ELEETI

2.1 RiffSZEEERBBY MK-7 & &8 20

3 S8 AR DR I O A R R R
Wz — . T A B BRB AT I I AR TR AR A 2
fAFF # B. subtilis 168 B9 LAY I 43 5 fik B araM .
ptsG (dhbB 3% 3 DHEP  FEFREL U H b AT A
P A 7= MK=7 B, H b 23 H 3 B (GlpK) | H -
3-WETR LA EE (GlpD) Y fi b 2E BURE R — 52 T3 i
(DHAP) , 8 — ¥ N R o] 55 H il -3 - 1% 2 A0 0 5%
e AT MK-7 B4 7 SRR AR . H il -1-05 2
I8 T (Ara M) T i Fb B8 R — 50 D9 I 5 A 1 il 7 -
1-BER (G1P) UE A B iR H Il ER 08 42, )8 T MK-
7 AR TE PR, B pisG 2 5 PR B IR
AR5 AR, [ B 23 31 #E MEP 38 42 i 1 . i R s 1
KNI (PEP), T PEP J& MK-7 & &Y & E R
RPN prs G 5 FR 2R PEP £ 5 3] MK-7
TRHE b, SE dhbB 7T LI 5 54 SR (ICHA)
PEAT R BARAT W BEE R A A K, & F MK-7 &
BLEAR I 73 SCaRAR R 28 i i ) 5 o 20
B bR araM ptsG . dhbB %5 3 3, 15 3] MK7-
01 .MK7-02 MK7-03 &tk

# MK7-01 MK7-02 MK7-03 i ¥k 1% 1k J5 i
AR, hE 2 ol LLE 20 B 6 5
X3 AN FE R ER AT LA MK=7 (=5, 55 0 R
B. subtilis 168 AHLL , WiBRFHEH dhbB J5 MK-7 7= &2
BT 49.8 %,k #) (10.425+0.629) mg/L, &% 3 4~
B DR v e AR T O B g 1 U I R Ak P
FE TR 2 3 A2 0T Do B 1 AR B 22 3 1) MK -7 11
G T3A R araM HEF prsG B2 H G, MK-7
AR BT T 19.4% M 46.7% . {6151 E R
MK7-02 B #R ) MK-7 7= & 5 MK7-03 B #AH 2 A
Z e EEAW R
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