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Effects of Propeptide on the Expression and Enzyme Function of Aspergillus
pseudoglaucus Aspartic Protease App
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(School of Biotechnology, Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122, China)

Abstract: The gene coding aspartic protease App was cloned from the genome of Aspergillus
pseudoglaucus. Its self propeptide gene pro,the propeptide gene CP from Candida tropicalis
candidapepsin,the gene PP from Saccharomyces cerevisiae proteinase A,the gene RP from
Rhizomucor miehei proteinase,and the gene SP from Candida albicans aspartic proteinase 2 were
cloned at the 5' -terminal of App gene. The different gene fragments including the different
propeptides were obtained ,and expressed in Escherichia coli. SDS-PAGE analysis showed that App
could not expressed in E. coli without any propeptides at 5'-terminal App gene. When casein was
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used as substate, proApp with its self propeptide showed the highest specific activity of 903 U/mg at

55 C and pH 2.8. Although the App with propeptides of the other proteases were expressed at a high

level in E. coli,they did not present enzyme activity towards casein. The results of circular dichroism

showed that the different propeptides changed the constituents of the secondary structure of protease,

and thus the protein were not correctly folded. With milk protein as the substrate, proApp showed the
highest hyhrolytic activity at 55 C and pH 2.2. This work shows the important of the specific
propeptide on heterologous expression and hydrolytic function of protease,and provides a good

research basis for aspartic protease catalyzing the hydrolysis of milk protein.
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Table 1 Strains and plasmids in this work

Aspergillus pseudoglaucus
E. coli JM109/pET-App

App FEE PR K 5 B T 7E 52 30 2 (R A7
E. coli ]M109 & pET-App AR5
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g1

E. coli BL21/pET-App
E. coli IM109/pET-proApp
E. coli BL21/pET—proApp
E. coli JM109/pET-CP-App
E. coli BL.21/pET-CP-App
E. coli JM109/pET-PP-App
E. coli BL21/pET-PP-App
E. coli JM109/pET-RP-App
E. coli BL21/pET-RP-App
E. coli IM109/pET-SP-App
E. coli BL21/pET-SP-App
pMD19-T
pET-28a
T-App
T-proApp
T-CP-App
T-PP-App
T-RP-App
T-SP-App
pET-App
pET-proApp
pET-CP-App
pET-PP-App
pET-RP-App
pET-SP-App

1.1.2 314 ARSIk 2 i,

App App_F
App_R
proApp proApp_F
proApp_R
CP-App CP-App_F,
CP-App_f;
CP-App_r,
CP-App_f,

App_R,

E. coli B1.21 &% pET-App LN AR

E. coli JM109 % pET—proApp AR5

E. coli BL.21 % pET-proApp A5 K

E. coli IM109 & pET-CP-App A 5% 4

E. coli B121 % pET-CP-App ARG

E. coli ]M 109 & pET-PP-App AT

E. coli BL21 & pET-PP-App AT 5T 4

E. coli JM109 & pET-RP-App ARG

E. coli BL21 % pET-RP-App A 5 )

E. coli ]M109 % pET-SP-App AR HIE 5T A4

E. coli B121 %5 pET-SP-App ARG

(Amp"),2 692 bp TaKaRa
(Kan"),5 369 bp e BT AE 55 50 % IR A

pMDI19-T % 1.0 kb App [ ,3.7 kb AT 54

pMD19-T %% 1.1 kb proApp A ,3.8 kb A BT

pMD19-T %% 1.1 kb CP-App %X ,3.8 kb AT 5

pMDI19-T % 1.1 kb PP-App £[H ,3.8 kb ARG

pMDI19-T & 1.1 kb RP-App %[ ,3.8 kb A BT

pMD19-T % 1.1 kb SP-App [ ,3.8 kb ARG

pET-28a % 1.0 kb App %M ,6.3 kb AT 5

pET-28a % 1.1 kb proApp 3£[H ,6.4 kb AR5 )

pET-28a % 1.1 kb CP-App #£[H ,6.4 kb A5

pET-28a % 1.1 kb PP-App 3£[H ,6.4 kb A 5 )

pET-28a %% 1.1 kb RP-App £ ,6.4 kb AT 53 4

pET-28a % 1.1 kb SP-App 3£ ,6.4 kb A5
R2 XWSW

Table 2 Primers in this work
J751 (5—3)
CGGAATTCATGGCTGCCACTGGCTCTGTAACTACTAATCC (EcoR 1)
CCGCTCGAGTTAATGATGGTGGTGGTGGTGCGCCTGCGCCGCAAAG (Xho T)
CGGAATTCATGGCTCCAACTGCTCCTCAAGTTAAAGG (EcoR T)
CCGCTCGAGTTAATGATGGTGGTGGTGGTGCGCCTGCGCCGCAAAG (Xho I)
CGGGATCCCTGTTCGCTCAAGGTCTGACGATC (BamH 1)
CGGGATCCCTGTTCGCTCAAGGTCTG (BamH 1)
CAGTGGCAGCACGTTTCTGGATCAGACG
CCAGAAACGTGCTGCCACTGGCTCTGTAACTACTAATCC
CCGCTCGAGCGCCTGCGCCGCAAA (Xho 1)
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PP-App_F,
PP-App_fi
PP-App_1;
PP-App_f,
App_R,
RP-App RP-App_F;
RP-App_f,
RP-App_r;
RP-App_£,
App_R,
SP-App SP-App_F,
SP-App_f,
SP—App_r,
SP-App_£,

App_R,
R RN G 5 Sy B i P9 R0 A a5

113 R BE 4 FERIEE A BRI 252 KA
Candida tropicalis ) candidapepsin & [ |, & H
Saccharomyces cerevisiae S288c M proteinase A JE
, K H Rhizomucor miehei [ proteinase [ 3& K il
K H Candida albicans ) aspartic proteinase 2 [1) J&
N, B A7 B D8 2 i O A s ol ik AR TR TR
A PR F A I

1.14 E=%iX5 PrimeSTAR HS(Premix) T4 DNA
Ligase DNA Marker, FR £ N U)#g IPTG, 1 T
TaKaRa 2E#) A BRZY H] 5 BORL 2 B BT DNA
it &, 1 T OMEGA BIO-TEK. 51% 1A=
TAY TEARA RGN, HARAEGR o Hra,

1.2 FHi&

121 WA SRERFE (gL). DRE
200, #i %5 % 20;pH 7.0; %500 1.5 o/dL BE By
BRI B A, pseudoglaucus T FH 437l 12
T4 A 5 mL 8 B AR TR 28 °C
200 r/min fF 157 48 h,,

1.2.2 A E 2 DNA K E KT 10 000 r/min £ .0
2 min UGN, 1 mL &84l KE OB 2 K
(10 000 r/min,2 min), KA 0.2 mL FCHH K |

P31 (5—3)

CGGGATCCAAAGTCCACAAGGCTAAAATTTATAAACACGA (BamH 1)
CGGGATCCAAAGTCCACAAGGCTAAAATT (BamH 1)
GCCAGTGGCAGCTTCAGTGAAGAAAGGATGCT
CTTCACTGAAGCTGCCACTGGCTCTGTAACTACTAATCC
CCGCTCGAGCGCCTGCGCCGCAAA (Xho 1)
CGGGATCCCGTCCAGTCTCTAAGCAGTCTGAGTCTAAGG (BamH 1)
CGGGATCCCGTCCAGTCTCTAAGCAGTC (BamH 1)
CAGTGGCAGCCTCGGAGAATGGTTTCAGA
ATTCTCCGAGGCTGCCACTGGCTCTGTAACTACTAATCC
CCGCTCGAGCGCCTGCGCCGCAAA (Xho 1)
CGGGATCCACGCCTACGACTACTAAGCGTAGCG (BamH 1)
CGGGATCCACGCCTACGACTACTAAGC (BamH I)
CAGTGGCAGCACGTTTAGACGTCTTACCCT
GTCTAAACGTGCTGCCACTGGCTCTGTAACTACTAATCC
CCGCTCGAGCGCCTGCGCCGCAAA (Xho 1)

0.3 g BEESEL (0.4 mm) F1 0.3 mL (9 PC (B S5 1k
B 121 BYTR G ) TR S, 18 FH 4 it B A3 AL e 4
Jit 30 s JE A 0.6 mL #E4EK , BifER 4], 10 000 r/min
B0 10 min, LW 300~400 wl A 2 f5 AR
VKBS 4 CEE 4 h )5 10 000 r/min 50> 15 min,
W, S TEREI O, A 50 WL JGH# K
e SR

1.2.3  BoApp Fe App RS LhA. pseudoglaucus
FE R4 B i 53 DNAMAN 344353151 9 tn 2 2
TR T a4 Sy BR i P9 D0 i R0 06 ) o A
A. pseudoglaucus K& 20 H #iHk ,PCR 714 App Jk
I, 414 :98 °C 30 5398 °C 10 5,68.5 °C 30 5,72 C
60 5,30 IXPE ;72 °C 10 min, DA A. pseudoglaucus
FERZ AN, PCR 74 proApp FEH |, 25114 .98 C
30 ;98 °C 10 5,68.5 °C 30 5,72 °C 69 s,30 K AEH ;
72 °C 10 min, PCR ;=¥ &tk alifb ), #E47m A Zb ¥
JE %R pMD19-T | iE 3% WAL 2 E. coli JM109
BAZ S AN, R AT LB BEAR IR (% 100 pg/ml
BNTFRER), AT BPE vw B S5 42 UTORL , £ 1 PR 1
P VI B EcoR 1 F1 Xho 1 43 50 %3 5kL T-App F1 5
KL T-proApp #EAT WUBG DI S AE 5 h b g2k TAEY) T
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FEA PR R HEAT I

124 FRE A 5k App A B o9 kA FHESE
RPCR ¥, 55 120 LIS LRy 4 Fhig v 235 1 il 5 1
RREAR, 43 AR 2 AT R AL, R R B
), PCR ¥ #8810 T I, 052K A C. tropicalis 1)
candidapepsin (WA T KK CP, KA S. cerevisiae
S288c 1 proteinase A [T AKFEE K PP, K H R.
miehei (1) proteinase [ HI 5 K2 [ RP 1k H C.
albicans W) aspartic proteinase 2 MY {ij 7 K3 K SP,
A9 :98 C 30 5598 °C 10 5,7, 30 5,72 C 10 s,
30 AR R ;72 °C 10 min, H A AR B T, #% CP,
PP .RP .SP [ Wi ¥ 4 ¥k Ky 55.55.55.8.52.8 C., LA
proApp FE RN , 435I LA 2 rhoAR X I B4 f,
FR, 5149, PCR 14 App FEH 45040 .98 °C 30 s;
98 C 10 s,68 °C 30 s,72 °C 60 s,30 WAEH ;72 C
10 min,, ¥ PCR " 84/ W17 1 o/dL B BEEE L FL
UK, HE P PCR P28, 565 2 2 B8R — 25 LIRS 1
T K3 RN 5 22 06 18 (4 App 35 B E R B4R N 5
Yy, &b 5 A 18 B 3R AR A A A N [ ok R Y
A K App L PCR 721 (CP-App .PP-App .
RP-App SP-App), #1498 °C 30 5598 C 10 s,
66.9 °C 30 5,72 °C 60 s,10 W AH ¥ ;72 °C 10 min,
PCR 25 #0543 S0 648 o A B A R 514 F,
FlR,, k24T PCR 9788, 55144 98 C 30 ;98 C
105,669 °C 30 5,72 °C 70 5,30 A& ;72 °C 10 min,,
PCR W &kt alifb s, #EA7m A b3 )5 % 4 =
pMD19-T b, iE4=/" WAL 2 E. coli IM109 52 75
R, VR AT T LB AR 7R (% 100 pg/ml 2R
B R ), AT BHPE v 5 4R HUTTRL A FH BR 6 9 1)
fitf BamH 1 F1 Xho 1 43 3%} i ki T-CP-App . Ji ki
T-PP-App 5tk T-RP-App FlikL T-SP-App 47
XU U] 56 UE S5 i b A TR TR R B AT
M

1.2.5 g H kgt AHBREIENUIEG EcoR 1
F1 Xho 143 BIXF 24k pET-28a . kL T-App . kL
T-proApp FEATAEGY) 5 {5 FIBR & 14 N Y) BamH 1
Fl Xho 143 5% 884K pET-28a ., ki T-CP-App \J5
K. T-PP-App . Jii ki T-RP-App FlJi ki T-SP-App
PEAT XU YT, B A DD Rl DNA B ao Al
MK Ui 3% 2 4K 19 8 41 % 35 R pET-App .pET -
proApp .pET-CP-App .pET-PP-App .pET-RP-App
M pET-SP-App . WAL ZE E. coli JM109 2%

ZAAML AT LB R R (F 50 pg/ml R
TEE K ), RAT B o [ 5 2 IO, 4 FH BR a4 9
YTt 3 ) XoF T 20 2% 38 bz 3E 47 U VI 56 iE )5
W T AR TR BR S R HE T

126 EFAH/GHE KHEHARKLENELE
2 BN E. coli BL21 (DE3) B bk , NI 25 &
PO B b O 2R Y E 4 TE AR E. coli BL21/pET -
App E. coli BL21/pET —proApp \E. coli BL21/pET -
CP-App \E. coli BL21/pET -PP-App \E. coli BL21/
pET-RP-App F1 E. coli BL21/pET-SP-App B BH
Sl

127 Za e WP EPIEMAE E coli
BL21/pET -App \E. coli BL21/pET —proApp \E. coli
BL21/pET -CP-App \E. coli BL21/pET -PP-App .E.
coli BL21/pET-RP-App # E. coli BL21/pET-SP-
App WIFRTETE 53 4R T 5 A 50 pg/ml RIFEE &=
) 200 mL LB ¥R F25Erf) Y AR ER 7219 ODgy
Hi5E] 0.6~0.8 Hf, ST L K 0.1 mmol/L #i%
F5 IPTG,20 CiEF %Kik 10 h, i3 F LG H
VRS L WO T A, iR A BRER K VR VR 3 R A
F 20 mmol/L Tris—HCl & #h i (pH 8.0) , ¥ 7 W 1
12 000 r/min,4 CECWCE LI, 28 022 pum BRI
B B VR B AR . R TR B R R E AT
1.2.8 & & A2 K H A R
M2, it 28 PR A Rl M 2% A2 T o A AR I 3 50) 3 it A i 4H
W5 HWE 7E 680 nm A e KW H OB S
ik T o et I E L, PR T 3 A e R A R R
680 nm Ab W ' B 1) 748 Ak fe 4 5 4 A IS T T
M5 J7 2 WIE bR GB/T 23527-2009, B~ SC 5 &
53 IO 8 A 5T % 1R Bradford 0 5E™,
PLBSA WARMER BT, & S 1 ANEEE AL (U)K B
IEREAL A 1 e B ERR T I

129 LFakmEra s IALEANIEY N
R BT HOK G ), AR A 3 RCE
YfH.,

1210 B =& 54 LA 10 mmol/L R £h 2% vh
W (pH 6.0) M FPK AL 8 76 B 2 0.1 mg/ml, ff
Jasco J720 YEiEAUAE 25 CHAF T HEAT gL 45 il
E I ETEE N 190~250 nm, 343 50 nm/min,
W98 2 nm, RN EFTE] 1 s, 5240 30 W, UG 5 - 1ME
IERLRICIE , 4 P A (9 CD R 7% 480 J5 5 7R A (3] 32
(molar ellipticity) 6 (degxem®xdmol™), H it 4L %
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H# A (J-700 for Windows Secondary Structure
Estimaton, Version 1.10.00) 4387458 H il 4544
AL,

TR

2.1 EARH pET-App 1 pET—proApp HIHIE

Ph A. pseudoglaucus PR 20 Bt , 43 1) LA
App_F i App_R .proApp_F Fl proApp_R R 519, it
17 PCR 915, 3k 15 H W 3L K App #1 proApp , &3
1 o/dL B BEBE RS FL UK S 7 H 25 KN4 1.0 kb
1.1 kb s App F1 proApp £ R BE#EA pMD19-T,
2 EcoR 1 Ml Xho 1 XU Y] J5 % A pET-28a # ik .
2 o 20 R 28 XU D) %08 5 2 A E. coli JM109
JEAZ S A M, B IR P e A R IO R O 3% 25
o, DN 5 0L s 2 iR DR 4 v B A I 3R Gk 3
1 b 3RS B R pET-App 1 pET—proApp . ¥
IE A () T 41 38 R % A E. coli BL21 (DE3) 32
A5 Y0 AR A 4 R TR AR
22 AERISH App EARMMWE

5 LA proApp FEFNG WY 4 Fh R M 8 1 il
FERCh AR, #EAT S SE AR PCR, A% H A3
CP-App .PP-App .RP-App 1 SP-App , % 1 g/dL B
JEWEBE S LUK L 25y /N 11 kb 2245, ¥ BRI
Wi A pMD19-T, 28 BamH 1 Al Xhol WY & 3% A
pET-28a #4k , 4 FpEE 4 Fiki e A E. coli IM109 J2
AN, PR IBCRH 1 v B B IRUTURE | 28 WU D)
SE Ji 26 50 I 5 S R 2 R L Y B 5 R #
AN Kk # ik b, AR AT & 4 Uk pET-CP-App |
pET-PP-App .pET-RP-App 1 pET-SP-App . ¥
IE A () 41 38 R 5% A E. coli BL21 (DE3) &3
AN AR AT AL R R
23 EAEAMMKRIERGK

FKHLE. coli BL21/pET-App .E. coli BL21/pET-
proApp \E. coli BL21/pET -CP -App \E. coli BL21/
pET-PP-App \E. coli BL21/pET-RP-App Fl E. coli
BL21/pET-SP-App WY HIE ¥ 2= & RIRE R T e
LB ARG AR 8 5%, 23 AE 2025 “CHI 30 Co&AF
T, & IPTG ¥ 5 Ja WA T I, e 5 B8 T Tris—
HCI Z2vhil b B 75 e 0 o M55 SRR, B
L VE WU EE 53 2R 4T SDS-PAGE & 5 HL vk, an
EI1 TR, 453 8R E. coli BL21/pET-App 1 3 Fh
Tk B T ) B T RORT I VE H oK L R T A%

i, HCA R R E L P BRI AR 20 CCA R L BT
VR IR W FIE WA B H AR . ik
Ui B AT F KA B T App B R 7E KA 18 h 25k
SR 5K KL R R N AR R AT B alifl, 4 SDS-
PAGE Hiyk 70t , HE4HE A aifb /500 H i3 H 4
W — 2k 5.5x10°, 5 B AH X 43 F i K /h—
H (K 2), 4ifbiEHT-80 CHAF, H TR 2o,

xIGPM 1 2 3 456 xIoM1 2 3 4

5 6
97.2 970 BRUE - A
66.4 — (64— @ o o PP
44.3 B 44388 =y ped 0

29.0 w—Hw |8 8

20.1 I~ 2= &
143 %2.%:. R =2

’ (a)E. coli BL21/pET-App (b)E. coli BL21/pET-proApp

|

xI°M1 2 3 4 5 6

xI0 M1 2 3 45 6

' i
664 28 PP-App

(0)E. coli BL21/pET-CP-App

(d)E. coli BL21/pET-PP-App

x103M 1 2 3_4 56

x103M 1 2 3 4 5 6

(e)E. coli BL21/pET-RP-App

(BE. coli BL21/pET-SP-App

M 2K [ RAR R 4> 7 R bn o 5 1.3.5: 5 4H B 4 BIAE 20 .25 °C
130 CEAF i T 5 B L TE W2 .4 .6 TALE 4 B 7E 20,
25 CH 30 CE& M T T fa m e it e

B1 EAEAMMERIE
Fig. 1 Expression of E. coli BL21/pET-App, E. coli BL21/
PET —proApp, E. coli BL21/pET -CP -App, E. coli
BL21/pET -PP -App, E. coli BL21/pET —-RP —-App
and E. coli BL21/pET-SP-App
M 1 2 3 4 5

972000~

GO 400D i e Qi) « .

443000
29000

20100
14300
M: 4 H AR X 53 F B AR dE 5 1:proApp;2: CP-App ;3. PP-
App;4:RP-App;5:SP-App
B2 SAZFAMM4Y

Fig. 2 Purification of the recombinant proteases
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24 EHEBMEENNE

75 pH 3.0 2T, LABK & H O R Y, 764 [
JE NI E 1O A R BT . 45 R WRER T proApp
LA 58 vy 0 g 1% A1, A B 20 R 1 R R R T 3 il
% . 1E 55 CH} proApp FUBEIG J1ik B 5 &, 4 826
U/mg (Kl 3(a))fE 55 CH&M T, A pH B, proApp
0 2 i G EAT T E | (EL b T R LAY A SR
4.5 ity , £ pH 3.5~5.5 i Bl N i 2 AN 1 508
FEAR/IN, BRI 5 f i pH B pH B8 FIAE 2.2~3.2,
G R WRER T proApp B ARG AN, Hh #4185 A
Fig 3 TR .24 pH o~ 2.8 B proApp ik £ i K
7903 Ulmg (18 3(b)), FiREE SRR BIA FRRIE Y H -5
KSR REAE 1l App 7E R AT 1 Hh ) AT PR3k
BRI E AR EMT S, T2EC A
o N THREAR XS App B 5206 1) i B
Je SR 56X BT A E A A R R ES AT T A

900

HCEEE/(U/mg)
o = ®
s 8 8

W

(=3

=
T

4001
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Ec
(@)

1000

FEBf IS /(U/mg)
9 ®»  ©
S 38 8

D
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=

5001
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pH
(b)
B3 AREERETMARE pH T proApp HEFE
Fig. 3 Protease activities of proApp at different
temperature and different pH
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protein at different temperature and different pH
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