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Screening of Glucosamine—6—phosphate N—acetyltransferase for
N-acetylglucosamine Production and Enzyme Kinetics Analysis

XU Xiaofang'?, LIU Yanfeng"?*, LI Jianghua'*, LIU Long"*, DU Guocheng'?, CHEN Jian'*?
(1. Key Laboratory of Industrial Biotechnology , Ministry of Education, Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122, China;
2. School of Biotechnology ,Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122, China)

Abstract: N-acetylglucosamine(GlcNAc) ,derivative of glucosamine (glucosamine, GleN) ,is widely
used in the field of health food and pharmaceutical. Glucosamine-6-phosphate N-acetyltransferase
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(GNA) is one of the crucial enzymes in the GlcNAc synthesis pathway. On the basis of recombinant
GleNAc-producing Bacillus subtilis ,we overexpressed glucosamine-6-phosphate N-acetyltransferase,
originates from Caenorhabditis elegans(Cegnal ) ,in the engineered B. subtilis ,which enhanced GIcNAc
titer to 7.31 g/L. Compared with the engineered B.
glucosamine-6-phosphate N-acetyltransferase derived from Saccharomyces cerevisiae ,the GlcNAc

subtilis  with overexpression of

yield of the recombinant B. subtilis with Cegnal increased by 24.51%. By fed-batch fermentation in
3 L bioreactor,GIcNAc titer further increased to 24.23 g/L,which is 24.69% higher than the
reference strain. Further investigation results showed that the recombinant Cegnal has higher affinity
and catalytic efficiency for GIcN-6P and Ac-CoA. Finally,it is found that the substrate GIcN-6P has
obvious inhibition on the the recombinant Cegnal. Identified substrate inhibition of Cegnal provides
future directions for improvement of GIcNAc production by directed evolution of Cegnal for
alleviating substrate inhibition.

Keywords: Glucosamine-6-phosphate N-acetyltransferase, N-acetylglucosamin, Bacillus subtilis

N-— & Wt o 5 # % B (N —acetylglucosamine,
GleNAc) & & %t % 44 B (Glucosamine, GleN) (1 117 4=
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Table 1 Strains and plasmids used in this chapter

E.. coli ]M109 o e 2 A NS 5 35 G
BSGN6-PxylA—glmS AnagP A gamP A gamA AnagA AnagB Aldh Aptac:lox72 R S 55 B AR
R BSGN6-PxylA—glm$S ﬁiiﬁgéﬁu‘fﬂ; F Caenorhabditis elegans 1f) -
— BSGN6-PxylA—glmS ﬁii?a;ﬁﬁ%}ﬁg@iﬁ? Trypanosoma brucei ) KR
S — BSGN6-PxylA—glmS fij 4= B , %S%C%;I; ()I? ; accharomyces cerevisiae S288c 14 R R
A EE BSGN6-PxylA—glmS ﬁiifﬂ%*ﬂé;fviﬁk g ; Candida albicans SC5314 ff) S By
P BSGN6-PxylA—glmS 75/ H ﬁjiiijf A; Aspergillus fumigatus Af293 ff) e
DIBSGN BSGN6-PxylA—glm$ 17 4 Fi %D}f]ﬁife § ; Dictyostelium fasciculatum 1] Fu—
BEEE BSGN6-PxylA—gIm$S 1730% G%T\Zkl,%;ﬂé%ﬂ: Oryza sativa It S
pP43NMK Amp', K", E.coli-B.subtilis 512 Tkt 3 B S8 i

xR2 KMRAERNSY
Table 2 Oligonucleotides used in this study

AHEF] (5—3)

TBGnal-F
TBGnal-R
ScGnal -F
ScGnal-R
CeGnal-F
CeGnal-R
CaGnal-F
CaGnal-R
AfGnal-F
AfGnal-R
DfGnal-F
DfGnal-R
OsGnal -F
OsGnal-R

GGGGTACCATTATAGGTAAGAGAGGAATGTACACATGCACCACCATCACCACCACACAGACATCGTGGACCTTGAGC
CCCAAGCTTTTACAGATCTAAGCGCATTTGCCGT
GGGGTACCATTATAGGTAAGAGAGGAATGTACACATGCACCACCACCACCACCACAGCTTACCCGATGGATTTTATA
CCCAAGCTTCTATTTTCTAATTTGCATTTCCACG
GGGGTACCATTATAGGTAAGAGAGGAATGTACACATGCACCACCACCACCACCACAGCCATATCTTCGACGCATCTG
CCCAAGCTTTTAAAAGCGCTGGGTCATAAAATTA
GGGGTACCATTATAGGTAAGAGAGGAATGTACACATGCACCACCACCACCACCACCTGCTGCCACAAGGTTATACAT
CCCAAGCTTTTAAAAGCGGCATACCATTTCTACG
GGGGTACCATTATAGGTAAGAGAGGAATGTACACATGCACCACCACCACCACCACACAAACGCAACAATCGCACCAACAA
CCCAAGCTTTTAATAATAGTGCGCCATTTCCAGG
GGGGTACCATTATAGGTAAGAGAGGAATGTACACATGCACCACCACCACCACCACGAGTCTAACGAATGTAGTAGCA
CCCAAGCTTTTATAATTTCGGCTGAGGCGGGAGA
GGGGTACCATTATAGGTAAGAGAGGAATGTACACATGCACCACCACCACCACCACGAGCAGCCTCTTCCTACAGCTG
CCCAAGCTTGCCGTCCATGCACGGGGCAATCACT

NCBI GenBank:AB0176281).Tbgnal (Trypanosoma XM_742738.1) . Dfgnal (Dictyostelium fasciculatum ,
brucet ,NCBI =~ GenBank: FR715998.1) Scgnal (S. NCBI GenBank: XM_004367264.1) .Osgnal (Oryza
cerevisiae ,NCBI GenBank: NM_001179949.1) .Cagnal sativa, NCBI GenBank : AY772189.1) it 47 4 i %5 i
(Candida albicans ,NCBI GenBank:XM_715990.1) . Fiitba i IBETAY TREBERRSERA
Afgnald spergillusfumigatus Af293 , NCBI GenBank . HAA, WL 3,
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Table 3 Sequence table of glucosamine acetylase with 7 different source genes after codon optimization

o | RRKEER Zo M R F (R AL AL 51

ATGACAGACATCGTGGACCTTGAGCTTAGAGTACTGGAGGAGAGTGACTTGTCATCACATCTGGAGCTGCTG
GGACATTTGACTGAAGCACCTCCATTATCAGGAGTAGAACTTGCAAATATCGCGGATATGCGGAGAAGAGCT
Thgnal & GGAATTGTGACCAAGGTGTTTTGCCACCAGCCTACAGGAAGGATCGTTGGTTCTGCATCTTTGATGATTCAAC
1 B. subtilis %1% CGAAATTCACGCGTGGTGGTCGAGCTGTTGGGCATATTGAAGATGTCGTTGTCGATCCGTCGTATCGTGGCGC
TG 5l CGGGTTAGGCAAAGCGCTTATAATGGATCTTTGTGAAATTTCCCGCAGCAAAGGCTGCTACAAAGTCATTTTA
GATTCCAGCGAAAAGAGCCTCCCGTTTTATGAAAAACTCGGCTTTCGCGCCCACGAACGGCAAATGCGCTTA
GATCTGTAA

ATGAGCTTACCCGATGGATTTTATATAAGGCGAATGGAAGAGGGGGATTTGGAACAGGTCACTGAGACGCT
AAAGGTTTTGACCACCGTGGGCACTATTACCCCCGAATCCTTCAGCAAACTCATAAAATACTGGAATGAAGC
Scgnal J:[H  CACAGTATGGAATGATAACGAAGATAAAAAAATAATGCAATATAACCCCATGGTGATTGTGGACAAGCGCA
2 B. subiilis %% CCGAGACGGTTGCCGCTACGGGGAATATCATCATCGAAAGAAAGATCATTCATGAACTGGGGCTATGTGGC
Fttb)E %] CACATCGAGGACATTGCAGTAAACTCCAAGTATCAGGGCCAAGGTTTGGGCAAGCTCTTGATTGATCAATTG
GTAACTATCGGCTTTGACTACGGTTGTTATAAGATTATTTTAGATTGCGATGAGAAAAATGTCAAATTCTATG
AAAAATGTGGGTTTAGCAACGCAGGCGTGGAAATGCAAATTAGAAAATAG

ATGAGCCATATCTTCGACGCATCTGTACTGGCTCCACATATTCCTAGTAACCTTCCTGATAATTTCAAGGTGA
GACCACTGGCAAAGGATGATTTTTCGAAGGGATATGTCGACCTGCTGTCACAATTGACGTCAGTTGGAAACC
Cegnal 3K  TTGACCAAGAAGCATTTGAGAAACGATTTGAGGCGATGAGAACAAGCGTACCGAATTATCACATCGTAGTA
3 B. subiilis %1% ATTGAGGATTCCAACAGCCAGAAAGTGGTGGCGTCTGCTAGTTTGGTTGTTGAAATGAAATTCATTCATGGG
FHidbJE 5 GCCGGATCAAGGGGTCGTGTTGAAGATGTTGTCGTCGATACAGAAATGCGCCGGCAAAAATTAGGTGCCGT
GCTTTTAAAAACTTTGGTGTCACTTGGCAAATCTTTAGGCGTCTACAAAATAAGCCTCGAATGCGTCCCGGA
ATTACTCCCGTTCTATTCCCAATTTGGCTTTCAGGATGACTGTAATTTTATGACCCAGCGCTTTTAA

ATGCTGCTGCCACAAGGTTATACATTCAGAAAACTGAAACTGACGGATTACGACAACCAATACCTCGAAAC
ACTTAAGGTGTTGACAACAGTGGGTGAAATTAGTAAAGAGGAGTTCACTGAGTTGTATAATCACTGGAGCT
Cagnal & CGCTTCCTTCTATCTATCATCCGTATGTGATTACCAACGCATCAGGAATTGTGGTAGCTACGGGAATGCTTTT
4 B. subtilis %1 TGTTGAAAAGAAACTCATCCATGAGTGTGGAAAAGTCGGACATATCGAAGATATATCCGTCGCCAAATCAG
Fitb)E 4] AACAGGGCAAGAAACTTGGGTATTACTTAGTTACGTCTTTAACCAAAGTCGCGCAGGAAAATGATTGTTACA
AAGTTATTTTAGACTGCAGCCCGGAAAATGTTGGCTTTTATGAAAAATGCGGGTATAAGGATGGCGGCGTAG
AAATGGTATGCCGCTTTTAA

GGTACCATGACAAACGCAACAATCGCACCAACAACAACGGCAGCACCAGTAACAAAATCCGTAGATGCTCC
TACTGCGGATGAAAACACTCCTTTGTTCAGCCCGAGTCTTATCTCTCCGGATGTACTTGCCGTTCTTCCGGCT
GATTATACCATTAGGCCGCTTTGTAGATCAGATTACAAGAGAGGATACTTGGATGTTCTCAGAGTGTTGACG
Afgnal F£H  ACCGTTGGAGATATCAATGAGGAGCAGTGGAATTCACGATATGAGTGGATCCGTGCTCGTTCTGATGAATAT
5 B. subiilis %4% TATCTGCTCGTCGTGTGTGACGGAGAAGGACGGATTGTTGGAACGGGTAGCTTAGTTGTCGAACGCAAGTTT
FHiAbJE 5 ATCCATAGCTTAGGTATGGTGGGTCATATTGAGGACATTGCTGTCGAAAAAGGCCAGCAAGGGAAAAAGTT
AGGCTTACGCATTATTCAAGCCCTGGACTATGTGGCCGAAAAAGTCGGCTGCTACAAAACGATACTGGACT
GCTCGGAAGCGAATGAAGGCTTTTACATAAAATGCGGGTTTAAACGGGCGGGCCTGGAAATGGCGCACTAT
TATTAA
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ATGGAGTCTAACGAATGTAGTAGCATCTCAAATAACAACATCATCTGCTCTAATAACAATAATAACGGACTG
TTCCCACTGTCAATGATGAACACGACGAGGTATTACAACGACGGTGACATTCAATTCCGTCCTTTAGAAATTG

ATGATTACGACAAGGGATATTCAGCACTTCTGTGCCAATTGACAGAAGCTAAGTTTACAAAATCGCAATACA

ngnahl EF TTGAGAGATACAATCAGATGAAGAAAGAGCTGGATAATTATTATGTAGTGGTGGTCGAAGACAAGAGCAAA

e Slfb e TCCAAAATTATTGGTACAGGAACCCTGATGGTTGAGAAAAAGTTTATCCGGGGATGTGCATTATGTGGGCAT

TSGR ATTGAAGATATTGTCGTTGATAGCACTTATCGCGGGAAAAATCTTGGCCTTAAAATGATAGAACAATTGAAA
TATATCGGCACCCTTGTAGGCTGTTACAAACTCATATTGGATTGCGATGAAAATAATGTGAAATTTTATGAAA

AATGCGGCTTTGTTAAGAAACAGGCCATGATGGCGTTATATCTCCCGCCTCAGCCGAAATTATAA

ATGGAGCAGCCTCTTCCTACAGCTGCGGCAGAAGCAGCAGCGGCAGGAGGAGATGGAGAAGCATATAGGA
TCAGACCATTAGAACTTGCAGATATCTCCAGGGGATTCCTGGGACTTCTCAATCAACTCAGCCCGAGTCCAC
CTCTGACAGAAGAGGCGTTCAGAGCAAGATTTGAGGAGCTGGCTGCTCTGGGAGCTGATCATCTGGTATTGG
Osgnal 3£ TAGCTGAGGATGCGGCCACAGGTAGATTGGCCGCCGCTGGTGCCGTATTGGTTGAACGAAAATTCATTCGTC
7 B. subtilis %1% GATGTGGTCGTGTTGGTCATGTTGAAGACGTTGTGGTTGACGCGGCAGCCCGTGGCCGGGGCTTAGGGGAAC
T E P51 GCCTCGTGCGCCGGTTAGTGGAACACGCGCGGGGGCGCGGGTGTTACAAAGTCATCATCAACTGTACTCCGG
AATTAACCGGCTTTTATGCGAAATGCGGCTTTGTCGAAAAGAACGTGCAAATGGGCTTATATTTTTGAATTTT
GATATAAGTCTCAAGCTCTTGGATTTCGCTTCCGACCACGTGCTGCACGTAGCTTATTCGCAATTTTATGTCA

GTGATTGCCCCGTGCATGGACGGC

112 XA W HRAH kR &, B T TaKaRa
AW TREA IR W) 5 ORI Bk, 20 0 0 A 1L
ARVE E B A — S A YRR IRA R B
551905 M DNA I FP 45, fy B A A TR
B2 7 58 1 o

113 BRA 554 KBRS N (GL):
BRI TRy 20, BERERY 20,K,HPO4-3H,0 12.5,KH,PO,
2.5,CaC0; 5, @ ICE 15 ml/L;pH7.5; i m It R IE
W% ¢/L i &4 :MnSO,-5H,0 1.0,CoCl,-6H,0 0.4,
NaMoO,-2H,0 0.2,7ZnS0,-7H,0 0.2,AICl;-6H,0 0.1,
CuCl,-H,0 0.1,H;B0, 0.05,4 5 mol/L. HCI,

REFR &AM B 37 €200 v/min [ 555% 12 h {5
FUh SDIHERAR T 0 B N R s 3 5, T 37 °C,
200 r/min %514 F 155 30 h,

1.2 EWHE

121 @sctyE Rl HARX 5 3 58 b B
A A TR A RS v A B B ik R Clnfee 5 1
Y CeGnal-F Fl CeGnal-R ¥ 3 H, CeGnal }:H )3k
FRAR R H 0 R B, 43 il 48 A pP43NMK Bkz i, 38
S R . B4 RLTE Escherichia. coli JM109
P 5 ¥ A H B TE R BSGN6-PxylA—glmS, 153 H
MR, JE LV PCR G0 TIE G 26 ) FH PR vk, Pkt

F4 FHE TR AR AE 5 A 100 pg/mL 287N % K 1Y LB B
Frbkrp 37 CHFRL, fe o5& BUTORL 34T g V) 55
TE L %55

1.2.2 3 L A BHEAME o dL R 8 B Fh I DMATR
IR A% HEFT R AR W E N 1S L3 Lk
FEGE , BN 1.5 v 78 37 C4F R 5%, pH
o8 F AR B 20 B0 25% 5 K A1 3 mol/L 55 % 1 45 4 5 7
7.4, K BERER) G B3R 3 600 vimin, {5 FACKE H
LJRHEWE R S o/L #1775 FAE AR ODgy 153 0.4
Wf, 3G B & 20 pwg/mL Kana , 3 45 5 40) 5T 5 4 B2
20 /L, HjghE K fE 8 h JE LG i, H o vk
JEERIAE S o/L, B8 4 h IRFE I H .

123 ZamkEmg A Bradford ¥ E £ H
J e B, HL AL R DL i e ) s i) S 1 I A

124 ZmAAH 4 HPLC 2 % %  GleNAc @
TR TSR AE o = RO 35 A5 A
IRZEYTIEATINES (RID) ; (435424 Aminex® HPX-87H,
300 mmx7.8 mm #£ (250 mmx4.6 mm,5 pm), # 5
k35 °Cs s AN 5 mmol/L B ; it 0.6 mL/min;
PR 10 WL, BESANFR ¥ R IEER 4 12000 1/min
B0 4 min J5, OGS RO 2K B A
B, PR R A R R 0.22 o 8RR K
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7T 100 mmol/L PBS (pH 7.5) 1% 3 Ik, 4 750 W
A E (AR 60%) J5 50U BRI .

BAE AR E DTV . R AKTA # B ali i,
S A (pH 7.4,20 mmol/L PBS,20 mmol/L
Pk, 500 mmol/L NaCl) -7t , 28 J5 LA 1 mL/min
T B P2 A DL T mD/min 8 s 45
BB 4G E A I a2 iR B(pH 7.4,20
mmol/L PBS, 500 mmol/L Bk} 500 mmol/L NaCl) A
VN 1 mU/min BEAT 46 B2 BEME o 2041 i 38 o i
E FI SDS-PAGE %7 F 21 H 9 8 F 5 24k Jm i H
25 15 T & A 284 20 mmol/L PBS(pH 7.4) Hr i #r
A, il e ) 2H B DR AF T80 “CUKAf .
1.2.6 8 & w2 LTk 2 k1 40 0 5 R0 I T A
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MgClL, {8494 10%H 3,200 pmolL Ac—CoA i
10 pL #4530 °C J2 i 10 min J5IA 50 pL 28R
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FJE A 50 wL 57 W, 245 50 mmol/L Tris—HCI
(pH 7.5),1 mmol/L. EDTA D)} 5,5- — A8 -2l
SRR, PR naE T 412 nm R A WOGE TR
I, DT 358 2 T 2 R A 2 5 S TS

4 L R £ T A T O PR L 0 E LR TE
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1.27 S8R 547 % WA K EE
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Z 12,1 B R15 E 4L kL pP43-CeGnal |
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E. coli JM109 w9 1 j5 % A H & #& BSGN6 -
PxylA —glmS, 3k 75 # 20 & #k CeBSGN ,CaBSGN
ScBSGN .DfBSGN . AfBSGN,0sBSGN #1 TbBSGN,, {13
1 i, bl AR 2 51 32 38 K U F Caenorhabditis
elegans .Candida albicans \S. cerevisiae Dictyostelium
Sfasciculatum A spergillus fumigatus Af293 Oryzasativa .
Trypanosoma brucei,

17 REALE TR R, JF A GleNAc
7=, BRI A B 48 h, & HAL R bR AL BT AR
S A ER O E 1 R . HAH R AR CeBSGN
GleNAc fy 7= & b CaBSGN .ScBSGN DfBSGN ,
AfBSGN ,0sBSGN #iI ThBSGN, 43 5l ¥ 26.23% |
25.43% .53.32% .83.37% .110.39% .92.19% . %% I fir
&, FALH CeBSGNG X H i#7#) GleNAc 45 misk
Rl EA R CeBSGN Hh GleNAce 1Y) i fi =i
k3 7.31 /L,

W 7 RE A H TR R B IR, B4 h
YR IR N0 57k 8 ot 5 e B, RE A I 48 h, 25 E 4
TR AR A AR DL AN 1] 2 BT/ o $R IR B A 2
Bl Ry 20 of L, AEHE A e B FE v A 460 B
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Fig. 1 Comparison of different recombinant strains for

GlceNAc shaking flask fermentation production
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Table 4 Comparison of GlcNAc shaking flask fermentation parameters on seven recombinant strains

/(g/L) /(g/L)
CeBSGN 7.31+0.044 11.01+0.061
CaBSGN 5.79+0.069 9.24+0.22
ScBSGN 5.83+0.16 12.08+0.43
DfBSGN 4.77£0.10 8.58+0.29
AfBSGN 3.99+0.034 11.93+0.19
0sBSGN 3.47£0.019 11.84+0.29
ThBSGN 3.80+0.026 12.36+0.49

2 Jf0 £ 7 58 GlcNAc A 7= 5 GleNAc X 2l #54¢
(g/(L-h)) (g/(L+h)) /(Y Govanx)
0.69+0.031 0.17+0.025 1.12+0.036
0.77+0.026 0.12+0.023 0.94+0.031
0.76+0.045 0.13+0.027 0.88+0.018
0.72+0.016 0.099+0.024 0.78+0.033
0.75+0.018 0.083+0.020 0.46+0.038
0.74+0.042 0.072+0.021 0.51+0.051
0.77+0.015 0.086+0.021 0.58+0.055
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Fig. 5 Comparison of recombinant strains GNA enzyme
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Table 5 Comparison of GIcNAc shaking flask fermentation parameters on recombinant CeBSGN and ScBSGN

GleNAc # 5 /™ & 2f i T 2 e K
/(g/L) /(g/L)
CeBSGN 24.23 31.76
ScBSGN 19.43 24.96

20 il Az 7 5 GleNAc A= 778 Ji GleNAc X 41 5 2
(g/(L-h)) (g/(L-h)) (Y gonaox)
1.77 1.43 4.32
0.46 0.85 1.71
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Table 6 Kinetic parameters of recombinant strains GNA

K,, GlcN-6P K, Ac—CoA K.. GleN-6P/ K.. Ac—CoA/ K../K, GleN-6P/ K../K, Ac—CoA/
(mmol/L) (mmol/L) st st s mmol/L s~ mmol/L
Cegnal 0.669+0.024 0.363+0.033 1.001+0.028 1.116+0.013 1.496+0.046 3.074+0.039
Segnal 0.858+0.020 0.406+0.023 0.78+0.041 1.027+0.024 0.909+0.017 2.530+0.056
Cagnal 0.880+0.011 0.389+0.028 0.746+0.021 1.018+0.023 0.848+0.037 2.612+0.046
Dfgnal 1.289+0.034 0.594+0.036 0.728+0.046 0.872+0.068 0.565+0.044 1.468+0.064
Afgnal 1.416+0.041 0.638+0.050 0.523+0.030 0.754+0.018 0.369+0.054 1.182+0.034
Osgnal 1.934+0.048 0.877+0.044 0.36+0.034 0.555+0.025 0.186+0.028 0.633+0.037
Thgnal 1.970+0.024 0.879+0.032 0.343+0.047 0.521+0.023 0.174+0.057 0.593+0.016
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