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Construction of A Protein Purification System Mediated by Split Intein

WANG Ywun', WANG Shyjing', DU Yexing', FENG Lili', XIA Haifeng"?
(1. School of Biotechnology, Jiangnan University , Wuxi 214122, China ;2. National Engineering Laboratory for
Cereal Fermentation Technology , Jiangnan University , Wuxi 214122, China)

Abstract: Molecular biology techniques are used to modify the N (Iy) and C (I.) fragment of Npu
DnaE (Nostoc punctiforme ) intein. An affinity chromatography medium with Iy as the affinity ligand
and a fusion protein expression system with I as self-cleavage affinity tag were constructed. Finally,
a protein purification system mediated by split intein was developed. The effect of steric hindrance
on the C-terminal cleavage rate of fusion protein was studied by constructing 3 kinds of Iy affinity
ligands and 2 kinds of I>~GFP fusion proteins. Through the combination of in vitro cleavage and Zn*
inhibition experiment,we found the best combination of F and the new Zn*" binding site. The I
affinity chromatography media were successfully prepared by using cysteine at the C-terminal of N3
affinity ligands. The purification effect of it was studied,and the high purity GFP protein was
obtained successfully.
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W& KR TR RE AT — B2
JIREE , A FTR R R A o AR B B B AR v K
S E FRAE A DT AR EE R R T A [ R 7 S Y
A B A P A R B 3 R % B AR O AR BB
F2 IR B B R A B YRR T,
REME 7 H A 2 A R 2liAb 1 [R) Inf 26 B ali A br 2, 72
AR AL SRR T RS T,

>k I F Nostoc punctiforme PCC73102 [ ¥k Y
Npu DnaE KK W 4 N 3 IR HAG AR g 19 5 422 3% 7k A
W 2R 36 1, LB g M T LAGA 21 98 %L EW BT N
Ui A1 C Sy B 45 X 00050 35 A1 102 A F 36 A2 HE R
H ] Jo )3 S e 9 ) B 45 3. Be A, 5 s B TR
TR RS Ssp DnaE KK Wr 24 )y & BKAE EL , Npu DnaF B
24N BRI RE A 28 2 C R i A i KR B 9 HL 4
A b ) 5 4 R 5 e 2R AL A IR
Fe , Npu DnaE Wi 28 P &5 k5500 19 38 4 A= 40 BOR 4
BRI o B 9 Npu Dnak—C i 39 9] B35 [ 46
R G 750 DTT /9155 T e LR 59 ), &
T 30 s WYY )RR F] 50% , /N N AT )58
Ji% 90% Lk b AM I R BT, Ramirez!™55 1]
Npu Dnak WK 24 4 25 Jik i 2 19 46 4k 3]l 02 I &0 1
(PTDH) B2 FL 0 11 i (B-Gal) . ZF B 25 5 8 1
(MBP) 55 A [A) 45 48 1) 25 11, S840 B BT 17 ) & Ik A
W A &gl LTz i A R E A R
B Eaifed feih 2, Bl TREMRE (i
RS GE R (MBP) (e R4 58 1 (CBD)) FlZ
B A BT 2Z [R]RE A 388 58 1 456 0 15 2 SR I 58 i B
LNl A= R - S R S

BT Npu Dnakl W8 Py &5 IR0 R 57 3P BE LA
S AE AR 5T 3k R A Ak rb i i 0 0 MR 755K
RSB T —F0 Npu Dnakl Wi 28 & Ik S H9
FraRik 5 R MAi R G0, EEALAE Iy RS A B
Kl R EEE A B, el s Iy fn e B 454
PLRFI T Zo* %t 4 sl 2 i 4o, A Bt 5 2
Prid P25 R hr A & KR 54 . R Cys AR
B AG G 1 S5 TR 25 FZE M A B gk A7 A8 I, i 2 4 il
& I GEFE A BT, JF 8 W B 4 (5 i B
(GFP) [y 4fifb o X 8 4% oA 35 IR 1 3 09 P, 4 o) 5
VIR A E EE R0,

1 sl

1.1 ##

PR PR A% B2 N V) i (T4 DNA 3% i \‘Taq DNA

REWW A FAY TRECRIE)A R 5 Bk #2 B
FNBERE B B RSO & B AR ARy (R T
BHEARGRAE 5 H AT AW (L) TREER
H PR Al A B Ni-NTA 2% F1)2 H7 4 5 Fil Purose 6
Fast Flow %5 [ 210 5, VL T4 A R A BR 2
Al s %A W% K Npu DnaE JE [H 7 51 19 BT R
pRSFDuet-NpuDnak., 1 3& FE 4k 2 MM 7 K2z 4 T
% David W. Wood # #5% 3 81 41 2 fit ; & 3K kL
pET-28a .pET-21b Fil pET24b i 4< 52 % 2 {747 5 It
KL AR 1 2GR T Bk E.coli JM109 F1 E.coli
BL21(DE3) iy 4 52 40 2= - 77
1.2 7%
121 IyFAmhirgrEadshmd &it v
H AR R 25 N AiALAR 2, I T AR 28 AN ] 437
TE R 2 I AL R, % %% Ty A0 Lo By BE ke 24 o 1) 3
Wi o A FH pET-28a 1 pET-21b K4 AATE 2 FefE L
RUESHE B 22 5 DA K2 SR bR A L B AR TR DA
Nde I 1 Hind I P4~ B U007 501647 3 b 235 A C 5%
FBRg e, HA R EEIWE 1 R, EZEAEL
TILAS T H R R < 1) SR R R A58 1 T A
IN E AL IR Cys 2278y Ala, BHWT N i B 24 i
NEREEATE2) A8 I 19 C AR s Cys, F I H
TR ) 5 4 AR A %) B0 A O e A BT B i) BR AR S b
B VA B AT AN RN 3) i ik 2H A IR AR A TE T
R B AL B AN R (78 I 19 N s el C o) DL el
BRI Iy Bt Z ) 2 A B 3L 1R R B ) TR )
BT 3 PSR S Ty B R B

Nde Hind Il
N1(H-Nc) w Dhat N &)
[EEEE) SN
Nde | Hind 111
N2(HNc) \LEI:EEIIF_ aFE N[
Nde | o Hind i
N3(HNc¢ N DRaE N st

B1 EMEERBRNEH
Fig. 1 Structure of affinity ligand

A pRSFDuet—NpuDnaE JFiki A #5457 , 23 B A
519 S Ix=1/A"Ty=1.S"I\=2/A"1y=2 il S'I\=3/A"1,-3
AT PCR 974, Fggdt 3 FORE M Iy A B (N1,N2,
N3) A SCH B A 5 1 2 1 s o B PCR 374
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132119751 535 F pMD19  (Simple )-T #AR 317 %
Bz, R AT AH B S 9 3 BH 1 v B T, BRI
W 3E . I Nde 1 F1 Hind TIT [R50 PE 4% 12 9 1)
fit s N1 5 pET-28a 2 (& 17i% 4% ,N2 N3 K B o
S5 pET-21b # AR ST % £z o W 4 4y 1) H 41 o kL
pET —28a -N1 J% pET -21b—(N2,N3) # A E.coli
BL21 (DE3) 8% 57 4 4t i v, 45 21 3 41 3% 35 14tk E.
coli BL21(DE3)/pET-28a-N1 I E. coli BL21(DE3)
/pET-21b-(N2,N3),-80 CB AR T H i & I

1 AxXHhFERNY
Table 1 Primers used in this study

319751 (5'-3")

GGAATTCCATATGCATCATCATCATCATCACGCT
TTAAGCTATGAAACGGAA

A'l\-1  CCCAAGCTTTTAACAATTCGGCAAATTATCAACC

GGAATTCCATATGGCATTAAGCTATGAAACGGA
AA

A'Iy-2  CCCAAGCTTTTAACAATTCGGCAAATTATCAAC
S'Iv-3  GGAATTCCATATGGCTTTAAGCTATGAAACG
CCCAAGCTTTTAACAGTGATGATGATGATGATGA

519 2 B

S'Iy-1

S'Iy-2

A3 TCGGCAAATTATCAACCC
GCAAACAAAATGTCTATGGCATTGGAGTTGAGC
S'D118G
GCGA
TCGCGCTCAACTCCAATGCCATAGACATTTTGTT
A'D118G
TGC
. GGAATTCCATATGATCAAAATAGCCACACGTAA
! AT
R TGCTCACATTGAAACAATTAGAAGCTATGAAGC
! CATTT
. AGCTTCTAATTGTTTCAATGTGAGCAAGGGCGAG
2
GAG

R, CCCAAGCTTTTACTTGTACAGCTCGTCCATG

122 I@oZansTadskmE [FBEMNAH
pET-28a 1 pET-24b FiR#F AR AL, DL Nde 11
Hind TI1 WA FG Y7 0E 4T 2 b 1 filG 8 B v Bty
i, LA Npu Dnak Wiy & Ik C R B SE a1 7
Lo A E A R Bk, B2 VR LA E 1)
R IR 2 sS SAE 1 T ik 51 A D118G 2877 % 578
AL DL IR C i i 2400 N i B 28 (4 44008, 4 = C i DB
23 R0 2 ) 5 il A PCR 77 208 1e F BEAI GFP
MR IR o P BOR I T 3 8 MR Cys—Phe-
Asn (CFN) Sk 2 fit C oy W 24 23 72 o i) 5C B 2 KL R +
1Cys!"";3) 44 IC-GFP i Bt 43 il 5 ik 444 pET-
28a 5 pET-24b 4, A4 @ W FPAS [ 45 04 1) ik & 2
M B AR ZEEImE 2 BroR, 2 0ldar 4l

CG1(H-C-GFP)#1 CG2(C-GFP-H),

Nde | D1 Hind 11l

CG1(H-C-GFP) @i S =DnaEc
T
CG2(C-GFP-H) % oo E e ]
|22

E2 BMAZSHHNBRNEH
Fig. 2 Structure of IC-GFP fusion protein fragment
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A4 G B9 R BT PCR P4 o RS [l f & 05 1Y
I-GFP J Bt , 5 pMD19 (Simple )T k4 #F 17 % 2
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28a Fil pET-24b # it 17 3% 4% , 79 8 5 41 ik pET-
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pET-24b— CG2,-80 “CHEAKIE T H 4 i
123 Ey kx5 BE MR H
TR PR T LB R Fe B rh ik i s 3 16 Ak o $5 IR 19019 #2
oy B 32 b BB 1 TB 15 5 5 G A A PR )
3 R MR (0D ) 14 1 0.8 B, il A 50 mmol/L
(1) IPTG fif £ 222 1 mmol/L ™, ¥ 16 C,
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G B E RGN, T-80 Crk A .

5 WSO B 1) A AR BR AN IR T 10% (wiv) 1 i
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1. A AKTA 8 (1 2li4b (30K 4N _E 7 i _EFER)
Ni—NTA ZEFZHrAE A, H 20 mmol/L BRI I B i) 25
BRMWIERARG B ARE S VR Z b
Buffer B (50 mmol/L #5244 ;0.5 mol/L (4L %M ;500
mmol/L KM ; pH 8.0) Ve H 12 1 - ik s i H i
M 1138 1 3 000 kDa (N1 N2 N3) F1 10 kDa(CG1,
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CG2 ) 11 8 U8 M 1 7 68 0 e 40 R 222 P e 174 B 48k
124 Ashm A sk @ BHIEERaiEmHE
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W 5E £ B e B #ic BRBE R by 31 (INSIC) 1 T
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e T o ARSI T BEAT W SR RN, IFAE B 1)
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ERE SN T mg/mL R AR, FRICS g PR
A6 1) B g BHE I A I 1 2E 19 25 mL = AR, in
A 15 mL (1) N3 85 FIS AT IR R0 o (IR 5514
4 :40 °C, 150 r/min, 16 h, {HIK 5 #4055 H K Y
LB TFRIERIFT .20 % OB 4 CHRAT
1.2.7 Iy F A BEH A2 kbR G &k i B CG2
gy sude REH AT I ERUZ BT B T 1 mL (15
HeHrh, R Al AKTA purifier 287 R 4871448
afifl i B, I 7E 1 mL/min, HooE Fnaifb i 7
g 3 Fros , BARERAE T Fs -

1) A BV 5 EAE . 10 fi A AR i - il 22
% Buffer E (1 mmol/L Zn** ;0.5 mol/L NaCl;50
mmol/L R 44 ;pH 6.0) % /i it i 17 78 707 i, LA 1
mL/min {3 ¥ CG HHE K AL 1 mL,

2) WU S AR AR P 22 vh ik 7T
SrE L BR ARG G HEN . R&EMH 2 HERBRAS

o™ 1Y~V 2% b b Uk L BR E A RN Y Zn™,

3) BEWr R 3 AR WT 2L 52 v Buffer F
(50 mmol/L. DTT,20 mmol/L. EDTA ,0.5 mol/L NaCl,
50 mmol/L R H ,pH 8.0) mpytJZHrar it . 2 T
#E 10 min,

5) VR FHYEEZE phi Buffer C(50 mmol/L
2 450.5 mol/L A AL&H ;pH 8.0) ¥t T Wi &5 iy GFP
I AT IR

6) FAZHTA BT AEA: o A 22 v Buffer
G (10 mmol/L Tris—HCI;0.5 mol/LL NaCl;6 mol/L 3}
PRI, pH 8.0) K¢ 526 M Bz &5 1 1C LA KR 5842
Wr#d i) CG2 R Bkt Tk o

-
"C -

B3 LxMEMMRAFEMAgLIRE

Fig. 3 Purification process of Iy affinity chromatography
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B, A FH 3 A2 2 T B L ) b g T 7 2 R
pET-28a-N1 pET-21b-(N2,N3) .pET-28a-CG1
Ml pET-24b-CG2 ., T 41 JFORL Y XU U1 25 R R W] (
4): 1€ 300 bp 5 400 bp #4478 1 3 H 1K
K 2%k, WEW] N1.N2 N3 J B 5 3% 3K 8004 E # %
5 7E 800 bp 5 1 000 bp Z [l A7 AR HY CG S [H
B B AR A B T 8 TR 28 g i BRI
HE— 25 B P 50 1 1 AP
22 EPFREMAgEWL

iz vy 2 47 1 T 20 3 38 R R TR B Y TB B 57
Serp AT R ARG B BRI & R R B Rk TE
IPTG (5% T ,3 # N Be M Fl CG Jr B A2
MHEAT T30k, KBS, (KB 5)

RTINS CG B e Ab 2 o, T2
XX TR B R Baf AT o e alidk . A SEgR R R N
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1 2 3 4

349 bp
300 Bp
300 bp 324 bp
200 bp 342 bp
100 bp
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g5 1
(QNF B

X ] AR H AR A AR R IR A P 2 R R AR A A B
B FEUGE S Ni-NTA Z g 61l i e 2k
— LA IR SR T DU G X M B 17 A

843 bp

1: Marker; 2: pET-28a-CG1AYRUAFYIZE A s 3: pET-24b-CG2 1 WU
i
4 (b)CG1. CG2FE:

B 4 E4E B W E I E E
Fig. 4 Digestion of recombinant plasmids with Nde I and Hind 111
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Fig. 5 SDS-PAGE results of the purification
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6 6 FhiH & W7 55T 72 R [F B 18] S BRiE SDS-PAGE £ R B
Fig. 6 SDS-PAGE of the C—cleavage reaction between six different groups of N and CG

x2 AMESERREMELER

Table 2 Comparation of C —cleavage of six different
groups
CRTT U T S el st
NI (HNc) & CG1 (H-C-GFP) 11h -

B NI (HNc) & CG2 (C-GFP-H) 4h -

C N2 (HN¢) & CG1 (H-C-GFP) 2h 10h

D N2 (HNe) & CG2 (C-GFP-H) 10 min 4h

E N3 (NHe) & CG1 (H-C-GFP) 5 min 1h

F N3 (NHe) & CG2 (C-GFP-H) - 1 min

TE =718 A B A 0K SO AR 5E IR TE B2 320 SN I
(R 46 TG 4 M5 0 0

SCHRI7 1 5 % B, 25 (6] 43z BELGS 1y 228 B I o 3 Ay
HARKRIIFZN o Npu Dnakl W7 2809 35 JIKP 7 B Al B
ZEa it Iv i N S BT HeZE A S e 1) C i B FE 45 4
SRR L FE AT O T 2 s [R] {37 BELGS W 2 R Y 5
Wi, K 6 A2 G AR ELAE R S5 40 7 R IR 2 A 7
I AT U B Iy 1Y N s i Boli g, 25
F1% T SR S5 7 3k AR PR 5 L 19 N S B L, T R e
AR S Iy A I B N S dl ARSI 2 0
T LT PR SR T 28 BN P 3 SR AT R A, A BB
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T 284 N BRI T s TR 2
2.4 Zn*3f i 3R R B

AR S 3 T 24 B e R 21 F(N3&CG2)
KA FEAS [ B 1) Zn™%of W7 24 S5 o (i 4 il FE FH o 24
Zo* W BER T 1 mmol/L B, S & & i H bR 2 1
23 R A UVE O S AR 22 e i 10 8 4 AT BORE ) o
SIS HNE] 8 R , 2Pt BT 2L N I A Y
HIHOR . 5 Guan iR 0.5 mmol Zn* X Wr %4 iz
IO A B S )4 ) S8R AT 3

(®)

[0 tiste | DnaE N}
S DnaEC T
(d)

B7 AMASELKS I EETRIZEMENTRRE
Bl
Fig. 7 Effect of steric hinderance on cleavage reaction
during the process of Iy and I recognition

100 ~
80
S wf
M | —=— 0 mmol/L Zn**
g 40 1 —o— 1 mmol/L Zn*
| ¥ —a&— 2.5 mmol/L Zn?**
20 + £ 5 mmol/L Zn**
L —&— 10 mmol/L Zn*
0 1 " 1 " 1 " 1 " 1
0 100 200 300 400
s [6] /min

B 8 ARERE Zn*xtEHE& FIN3&CG2) M2 & M Hin /£ /A
Fig. 8 Inhibition effects of different concentration of Zn**
on cleavage group F(N3&CG2)
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b [FPEPEAR &, FRATHEN Npu Dnak Hh i) Cys1 i
SUATRER Zn™ 25 5 B0 G A B IR, 2 527 i .
H T EAEIZAER, AT N3 B iy E AL A R
AT AR R A ALC RAF . RAFZ J5 1 N3
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