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Enhancement of Heme Synthesis Pathway in Escherichia coli via a Modular
Optimization Strategy
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Abstract: Heme,an iron containing prothetic group for oxygen transfer in the body,is a good kind
of blood tonic. At present,only few studies on heme biosynthesis have been reported. The regulatory
mechanism of heme biosynthesis is still unclear. In the present study,by applying the modular
combination strategy,the committed genes hemA and heml as the first module was overexpressed
by the high copy number plasmid pUCI19. In parallel,the downstream heme biosynthesis pathway
genes were divided into the second (hemB,hemC,hemD and hemkE) and third (hemF ,hemG ,and
hemH ) modules,and were combinatorially expressed by the plasmids pRSFDuet-2 ,pCDFDuet-2 and
pACYCDuet-2. In comparison,the recombinant strain E. coli D6 achieved the highest heme titer
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(0.56 pmol/ (L-OD)) at 48 h in shake flask cultures. By applying a batch fermentation strategy , the

heme production was increased to 0.954 wmol/(L-OD) at 48 h in 3 L fermenter.

Keywords: heme, 5-aminolevulinic acid, modular combination , metabolic fluxes
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Fig. 1 Heme biosynthesis pathway in E. coli and the

modular assembling ways of genes
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1 KA FE ) heml F1 hemA K43 M 58 — B |
75 DUFORE pUCT9 i 2K [R] A R I T R T
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JHORE AR 55 B A b S Y R R B XX 2
ML SR A ik, BRI ELEE E. coli -
D1.E. coli -D2 E. coli -D3.E. coli -D4 .E. coli -
D5 .E. coli -D6.E. coli =D7 ,7E 250 mL )2 & 1
48 h i H M 21 % 77 5 43 %124 0.08.,0.09 ,0.25 ,0.35 .
0.44 .0.56 . 0.46 wmol/(L-0D) , ¥ #&I /K I 1fiL 1
KRR EAERK E. coli-D6 18 3 L & EEHE
HEATIORKE 7,48 h I P &34 3 0954 wmol/(L-0D)

] el

1.1 #F#

1.1.1 A5 Rk WHEE coli IM109, HTHEH
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Table 1 Strains and plasmids used in this study
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LGN phoA supE44A~ thi—1 gyrA 96 relA 1 ALEE
E. coli -D1 E. coli DH5a % A Jit A pUC19—hemA *~hemlL ARAF5E
. E. coli DH5a % A Jit A pUC19—hemA *~hemL .pRSFDuet—2—hemB—hemC—hemD— e
E. coli =D2 hemE Fl pCDFDuet—2—hemF-hemG—hemH A
. E. coli DH5a & A 5L pUC19-hemA ~hemL .pRSFDuet—2—hemB—hemC—hemD— .
LIRS hemE Fl pACY CDuet—2-hemF-hemG—hemH A
. E. coli DH5a % A Fiki pUC19-hemA*~heml .pCDFDuet—2—~hemB—hemC—~hemD— e
LR hemE Fl pRSFDuet-2—hemF-hemG—hemH B
. E. coli DH5a % A JFiki pUC19-hemA*~heml .pCDFDuet-2—hemB—hemC—hemD— e
S hemE Fl pACY CDuet—2-hemF-hemG—hemH B
. E. coli DH5a ¥ A Ji kL pUC19 —hemA* —hemlL .,pACYCDuet —2 —hemB —hemC — e
LE el hemD-hemE 1 pRSFDuet—2—hemF-hemG—hemH GaCED
. E. coli DH5c %% A J5i i pUC19 —hemA® —heml .pACYCDuet -2 ~hemB —hemC — e
L) hemD—=hemE F1 pCDFDuet-2—hemF-hemG—hemH ABE5E
JEki
pUC19-hemA*~hemlL pUC19 & A HE K hemA* I hemlL NS
pRSFDuet-2 pRSFDuet-1 74 & , & tac Ji 31 7 Al lac Jii 817 ,RSF & il 7, Kn® NS
pCDFDuet—2 pCDFDuet-1 74K, %47 tac Ji 81 FF1 lac Ji 3+, CloDF13 & ifil ¥, Sm" ENS
pACYCDuet-2 pACYCDuet-1 fiTZE 4K, &4 tac Jii 8 F Ml lac J& 8+ ,P15A & {fil F,Cm" AL %
pRSFDuet—2—-hemB—hemC—hemD—hemE  pRSFDuet-2 & 4 2 hemB \hemC .hemD #1 hemE A5
pCDFDuet—2-hemB—hemC—hemD—hemE  pCDFDuet-2 & 47 2K hemB \hemC .hemD Fl hemE A5
pACYCDuet-2—-hemB—hemC—hemD—hemE pACYCDuet-2 & 4 5K hemB .hemC .hemD F1 hemE ARG
pRSFDuet—2-hemF—hemG—hemH pRSFDuet-2 & A 5 E hemkF hemG Fl hemH N
pCDFDuet—2-hemF-hemG—hemH pCDFDuet-2 & 4 H:[H hemF hemG Fl hemH NI
pACYCDuet-2-hemF-hemG—hemH pACYCDuet-2 %A 5K hemF hemG 1 hemH EN I
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1.0, #5505 35;pH 7.0, $5 i & 1.5 /3 L,

[ A 5 5 L R 7 LR VR0 2.0 /L B .
1.2 7k
121 4 F A mER7B 2 A a8 £ Rk &k
#ME LLE. coli DH5a 3% K 40 g 15 4 43 3] 97 388
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Table 2 Primers used in this study

b

F1:AATACGGATCCAAGGAGGAAAATATATGACAGACTTAATC

hem R1:AATACGAGCTCTTAACGCAGAATCTTCTTCTCAGC
F2:AAATACTGCAGAAGGAGGAAAATATATGTTAGACAATG

hemG R2.:ACTCATATATTTTCCTCCTTTCATGCCGGGGCCTCTCE
F3:ACGGAGACGCCCCGGCATGAAAGGAGGAAAATATATGAGTATCCTTG

hemb R3:CGTAGAAGCTITTATTGTAATGCCCGTAAAAGC
F4 . TCGATCATATGAAGGAGGAAAATATATGACCGAAC

hemds R4 TCGATCTCGAGTTAGCGGTGATACTGTTCAGACAG
F5:AATACGGATCCAAGGAGGAAAATATATGAAACCCGAC

hemlt R5:GCATCAAGCTTTTACACCCAATCCCTGACCTTAATAAAC
F6: TCGATCATATGAAGGAGGAAAATATGTGAAAACATTAATTCTTTTCTCAAC

hem@ R6:ACGCATATATTTTCCTCCTTTTATTTCAGCGTCGGTTTG

. F7:ACAAACCGACGCTGAAATAAAAGGAGGAAAATATATGCGTCAGAC

R7:TCGATCTCGAGTTAGCGATACGCGGCAACAAG

T TR0 S B 4 N U R 0 07 5

A G162 25 Pst 1 A0 Hind I # B Bt hemC—
hemD 43 il 5 3 35 2 /& pRSFDuet-2 ,pCDFDuet-2
pACYCDuet-2 # 4%, 3815 & 41 /K pRSFDuet-2-
hemC-hemD pCD¥Duet-2-hemC-hemD pACY CDuet-
2-hemC~hemD , i# 3L BamH 1 #1 Sac 1 ¥ Fr Bt hemB
539 5 AR pRSFDuet—2—hemC—~hemD .pCDFDuet—
2—hemC—hemD .,pACYCDuet-2—hemC—hemD % ¥
5 2 & 4 2% /& pRSFDuet -2 ~hemB —hemC ~hemD |
pCDFDuet -2 —hemB —hemC —hemD .,pACY CDuet -2 —
hemB—hemC—hemD , F&3 ¥a15 20 ) hemkE b Bt il i
fiti U5 55 Nde 1 F1 Xho 1 5351 3% #% %] pRSFDuet-2-

hemB —hemC —hemD ,pCDFDuet -2 —hemB —hemC -
hemD .pACYCDuet-2—hemB—hemC—hemD ", 13 %
1 41 i kL pRSFDuet—2—hemB—hemC—~hemD—hemkE |
pCDFDuet-2-hemB-hemC-hemD-hemE pACY CDuet—
2—-hemB—hemC—hemD—-hemE

A D) A% 55 BamH 1 F1 Hind WU\ K 5 FF
R R 2 S5 A5 B0 e B hemF 43 1) 5 3R 58 #U K
pRSFDuet-2 . pCDFDuet-2 .,pACYCDuet -2 ## % , 3k
5 HE A AR pRSFDuet—2-hemF pCDFDuet—2—hemF
pACYCDuet-2-hemF, it Nde 1 Fl Xho 1 4 Fr Bt
hemG —hemH 43 %] 5 # /& pRSFDuet -2 —hemlF' .
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pCDFDuet -2 —hemF ,pACYCDuet -2 —hemF % #% , 15
#) & 41 % & pRSFDuet =2 —hemF —hemG —hemH |
pCDFDuet -2 —hemF —hemG —hemH .,pACY CDuet -2 —
hemF-hemG—hemH

122 XmHESRhLEHE:THA TG K
M ARSI & R 1 Bk pUCT9—hemA —heml
H AL Pk E. coli DH5a, 15 % 24H W #k E. coli
DH5a : pUC19-hemA —heml . ¥4 K FF 1 1L 21 25 & A%
TR A A5 B R G 20 TORE PR 2 B A TR R
E. coli DH5a; :pUC19-hemA —heml, 193|541 T
W HE E. coli -D1. E. coli -D2 . E. coli -D3 E. coli
-D4 E. coli =DS5 \E. coli -D6 \E. coli -D7;

E. coli =D1.pUC19-hemA —heml.;

E. coli -D2:pUC19-hemA —hemL+pRSFDuet-2-
hemB —hemC —hemD —hemE +pCDFDuet -2 —hemF —
hemG—-hemH ;

E. coli =D3.pUC19-hemA —hemL+pRSFDuet-2—
hemB —hemC —hemD —hemE +pACYCDuet -2 —hemF —
hemG-hemH ;

E. coli -D4:pUC19 —hemA —hemL +pCDFDuet —
2 —hemB —hemC —hemD —hemE +pRSFDuet -2 —hemF -
hemG—-hemH ;

E. coli =D5:pUC19 -hemA —hemlL +pCDFDuet —
2—hemB-hemC-hemD—hemE+pACYCDuet—2—hemF-
hemG-hemH ;

E. coli =D6:pUC19-hemA —hemL+pACYCDuet—
2—hemB—hemC—hemD—hemE+ pRSFDuet-2—hemF -
hemG—-hemH ;

E. coli -D7.pUC19-hemA —hemL+pACY CDuet—
2—hemB—-hemC—hemD—hemE+ pCDFDuet—-2—hemF -
hemG—hemH ,

123 EiREAA0

D FEE SR o PB4 B 77 5L vh B 3R ) FL 41
Wk E. coli D1, E. coli -D2. E. coli D3 \E. coli
-D4 E. coli -D5 .E. coli -D6 .E. coli -D7, H:FhF
LB Fi 773 37 CH IR 12 h )i, RIERBU
1% 2 ol 15 e 4 T 15 9% b A 1,0 b IRE IR
0.1 mmol/L TPTG 75 T & [H 2k DL K B i 472 3%
N H B R (100 pgmL) FAREE (50 pgmL) G R
(50 pg/mL) A% K (34 pg/mL),37 °C,220 r/min 5
7% ,4 h BN 100 wmol/L 1) FeSO,, J& 1 48 h,

PAVAE R S SR (A o TR R f U RN R

E. coli -D6, R F LB K783k 37 CiH R EERY
12 h J& , UARFI B 2% Fh i 55 4 8136 A 1.5 L &
W g R BL ) 3 L A& BEGE b 55 5% ,0 h I B An 0.1
mmol/L IPTG 5 5 3 K & 1k LU K X By (i Pt AE &, &
H R R (100 pgmlL) , RABE:E (50 pgml) AR HR
(34 pg/mL),37 °C,400 r/min 1% 5% ,4 h B &0
100 wmol/L (1) FeSO,, i 1 i fill 4 mol/L 1) NaOH ¢
KB pH 5 HI7E 6.5 247, K RS540 48 h,
1.24 545

1)O0Dgp M5 , HUi& & & BEW T EP &
12 000 r/min &> 3 min, 3 LW, A LB
FoKERFA, ERRSE YW BEE, LB TK
7S A R TE SR A0 A0 G BETE 600 nm SR
S 20 B

2) 2B R A B, MBS B R T EP
1,12 000 r/min B0 3 min, LUE 24 045 5O B
R W, T SBA-40C A= 4% B B AL (1 7R
BB BE ) o A 2 T R B

3)ALA ot I e ALA Jo B % 5 I a2 >R
Mauzerall Fl Granick [ 73 366 B %P7, B & & %
T EP & 12 000 r/min &0 3 min, L3 24 )45
O R R MR 0 W JRURR B 300 WL, 43 i A
400 pL 1Y MR EA5E Ml (PRI 82 ¢ oK L FR4R,
A 57 mL VKBS IR JF LB F/KEARZE 1 L) 35
wL B e TR G 3450 5 0 RO 10 min, 23
ZEFEE, FINA Modified Ehrlich’s reagent it 5] (F5
BT g X “H SR EE ) In AR5 70% 5 &
2 8 mL, IF H UK 4 E 25 2 50 mL) &0 10 min, 7F
AN I 556 nm BEKT W WOEAE R )G
MR AR A9 BE 1) ALA FRAERE S TE 556 nm K T Y
W GAE TR HRE  ALA 1Y VR

4) IR €8 3R o o ok BRI E P, BUAE OD R R
T EP & .4 °C,12 000 t/min B.L> 5 min, F& 3
3 1 0.25 mol/L [ 2 Sl — 4 2% "h i (FREL 6.703 ¢
BERR A 8N, BT 100 mL B Kb, 30 025
mol/L A ¥4 BRI TR 17 pH & 6.65) % Uk 2 U 1A K
Je R B AR, Il P R P A SO R A 5 A
ZURIAE 4 °C 12 000 r/min 5174 FE O 5 min, L
2 FIE W 500 wL, AR The regular
Ehrlich’s reagent 7 (PRI 2 g X - H s FE A
i % T 100 mL MR ERAR ) , & S 5 min J5 1E 48 4b
PEEEETT 554 nm K R E OB, AR5 MR 4
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AN TR) e JBE 11 JIEL €2, 28 Db HE B B 7E 554 nm B K T Y
W AR TR HE R o IR € 38 D 1) R i MR
5) ML 2138 JoT et o B0 5 1L £ 3% J5 ko B g
JE R FH 5 6L, GE B BT EP 4 1,12 000
r/min B0 3 min, 7 IR, SR L E FKEE
BRI E L ODg; #E45 2 AR Y 1.5 mL EP 45
Horpr—AME g0 RS ), 430 0.1 OD # 4i il
R, A A 200 mmol/L B R 1 W, B H B A
UM E 500 L, ZRJE A 2 mol/L REFRIA W 500 pL,
RA AR HEALE 100 CH&M T K 30 min, X 8
M EAEE WA T FrFES H AR HE7E 12 000
r/min 25/ B0 5 min, B 200 pL EiH#® TR A
96 LA, 7E AR AL T I s A RRT B R P
B, bl 21 2 9 I i /3% & I K R 400 nm, &
S A 620 nm , HEHEAS [F] v BE I 21 8 FUAR TR S
B FCARL T R i v I 2T 38 70 o o e

21 MAOEEHEBEERSTEERULIGE

FEAE D) AT Tl A= Py AR v i e 4.5 —
o e A4 A J7 125 ik o B2 A A b A8 I
B O — A MERE A% e BV BT SRS T T AN B
XoF 240 B A A — A R AR 25 T vk R
AL AR TG EEHE A T El s, XTIt , Bradley 456124
P — A 2 He AR TR 2 3E B8 (multivariate
modular metabolic engineering, MMME ) , ¥ 8 5 i&s 1%
T B G B R 0 O R AR [ R 36 S S A ) A
ey 23k Ak 7 i A 2 v g AR . T
MMME J5 ¥ fiif 5, W 32, © 38 i o AU TR
ATl A= Wy 45 A Q5 v o 2 A el Bt

AR Gunhild S0l 21 38 A Bk 42 b Al 4
AT RERY 3 AT, ML AL 3R A RO A2 v 9 v 1] 5
AFESE , AT B P Bk i 2 ) Tt 2 bR o 4T R G 1Y
MR S5, DRI Ot T A I 1l 21 3% G ik A2 v 17 il
Oy ¥ Z W] REAF AR SCAE T . 9 an, o 17 sk A IR A
W T 192 HemC A1 HemD 7] g & W — 4~ &
H A A ELAE 40, 4 % HemC A1 HemD fY
HE AR fh [A) — 4R 7 #4500 5 7 HemH 1R T 0
BB 25 A TR o IX P Y kS o R R
HemG 2 5% B it #E 0 HemG F1 HemH 2 [H] 2%
T — A8 UV A AR I SOk il | © 2 7 E Al
W 5 E HemG 5 HemH 198 H & & K W A7 4EPY,

FEARFFE N T ARAIE I 21 28 A AR R 4 Bt ALA
M B, B ALA A R B L K hemAs I
hemL %) 53 R &% — ik ) pUCT9 Bubiid & 35 0
T AR K AT B 21 3R A R AR A AR OGS A
hemB hemC hemD hemE .hemF hemG hemH , ¥4 iX
TAFR N 2 AR hemB hemC hemD hemE
I A B hemF hemG hemH } 55 =itk |
FEAE ] 3 AN TR pRSFDuet—2 (5 ¥4 D1 kL) |
pCDFDuet-2 ( Ik #5 U1 it 47 ) 1 pACYCDuet -2 (fi%
P& UKL ) % 55 — 55 =R rb i B DR A AT 20 e AR
Rk (B 1), 25 8 = I 21 25 7= B i 52

LA E. coli DH5c 2 [H 41 J 5 AR 73 5l 97 3
hemB hemC .hemD hemE hemF hemG hemH £ [H |
[FI B B hemC hemD Bl-E N hemC—hemD , i B
hemG hemH Bl 5 % hemG—hemH , 753 £ K /i BBk
Jie LUK T InI 2 s o 4 Bk A BRI B # 3 T-
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